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ON THE COMPONENTS OF SPACES OF CURVES ON THE 2-SPHERE
WITH GEODESIC CURVATURE IN A PRESCRIBED INTERVAL

NICOLAU C. SALDANHA AND PEDRO ZUHLKE

ABSTRACT. Let €2 denote the set of all closed curves of class C” on the sphere S? whose geodesic
curvatures are restricted to lie in (k1,k2), furnished with the C” topology (for some r > 2 and
possibly infinite k1 < x2). In 1970, J. Little proved that the space GS"’O of closed curves having
positive geodesic curvature has three connected components. Let p; = arccotk; (i = 1,2). We
show that €52 has n connected components Cy, ..., Cy, where

™
n:\‘ J+1
P11 — P2

and €; contains circles traversed j times (1 < j < n). The component C,_1 also contains circles
traversed (n — 1)+ 2k times, and €, also contains circles traversed n + 2k times, for any k € N. In
addition, each of C1,...,Cy_2 is homotopy equivalent to SO3 (n > 3). A simple characterization
of the components in terms of the properties of a curve and a proof that €2 is homeomorphic to

CZ? whenever p; — p2 = p1 — p2 (p; = arccot R;) are also presented.
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0. INTRODUCTION

History of the problem. Consider the set W of all C" regular closed curves in the plane R? (i.e.,
C" immersions S! — R?), furnished with the C” topology (r > 1). The Whitney-Graustein theorem
([22], thm. 1) states that two such curves are homotopic through regular closed curves if and only
if they have the same rotation number (where the latter is the number of full turns of the tangent
vector to the curve)ﬂ Thus, the space W has an infinite number of connected components W,,, one
for each rotation number n € Z. A typical element of W,, (n # 0) is a circle traversed |n| times,
with the direction depending on the sign of n; Wy contains a figure eight curve.

For curves on the unit sphere S2 C R3, there is no natural notion of rotation number. Indeed,
the corresponding space J of C” immersions S' — S? (i.e., regular closed curves on S?) has only
two connected components J; and J_; this is an immediate consequence of a much more general
result of S. Smale ([21], thm. A). The component J_ contains all circles traversed an odd number of
times, and the component J; contains all circles traversed an even number of times. Actually, the
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Hirsch-Smale theorem implies that I+ ~ SO3 x 83, where QS3 denotes the set of all continuous
closed curves on S3, with the compact-open topology; the properties of the latter space are well
understood (see [I], §16)E|

In 1970, J. A. Little formulated and solved the following problem: Let C denote the set of all C?
closed curves on S? which have nonvanishing geodesic curvature, with the C? topology; what are the
connected components of €7 Although his motivation to investigate C appears to have been purely
geometric, this space arises naturally in the study of a certain class of linear ordinary differential
equations (see [18] for a discussion of this class and further references). In another notation, C is the
space Free(S!, S?2) of free closed spherical curves. A map f: M — N is called (second-order) free if
the second-order osculating space is nondegenerate; for M = S! and N = S?, this is equivalent to
saying that the curve f has nonzero geodesic curvature (cf. [5], [7]).

Little was able to show (see [II], thm. 1) that C has six connected components, C11, Cio and
Ci3, where the sign indicates the sign of the geodesic curvature of a curve in the corresponding
component. A homeomorphism between C; and C_; is obtained by reversing the orientation of the
curves in C;.

FiGURE 1. The curves depicted above provide representatives of the components
C1, Gy and @s, respectively. All three are contained in the upper hemisphere of S
the dashed line represents the equator seen from above.

The topology of the space C has been investigated by quite a few other people since Little. We
mention here only B. Khesin, B. Shapiro and M. Shapiro, who studied € and similar spaces in the
1990’s (cf. [8], [9], [19] and [20]). They showed that C1; are homotopy equivalent to SO3, and also
determined the number of connected components of the spaces analogous to € in R", S™ and RP",
for arbitrary n.

The first pieces of information about the homotopy and cohomology groups 7 (€) and H*(C) for
k > 1 were obtained a decade later by the first author in [I4] and [15]. Finally, in the recent work
[16], a description of the homotopy type of € and other closely related spaces of curves on S? is
presented. It is proved in particular that

Cio~ 803 x (2S*vS?vSivsov.. ) and
Ci3~ S0z x (2S*vStvs®vsiZv.. ).

The reason for the appearance of an SO3 factor in all of these results is that (unlike in [16]) we
have not chosen a basepoint for the unit tangent bundle UT'S? ~ SOs; a careful discussion of this
is given in §1.

Brief overview of this work. The main purpose of this work is to generalize Little’s theorem to
other spaces of closed curves on S2. Let —oo < k1 < kg < +00 be given and let Cr2 be the set of
all C" closed curves on S? whose geodesic curvatures are restricted to lie in the interval (K1, K2),
furnished with the C” topology (for some r > 2); in this notation, the spaces € and J discussed
above become €% _ LI CF™ and €T, respectively.

We present a direct characterization of the connected components of C;? in terms of the pair
k1 < k2 and of the properties of curves in €}2. This yields a simple procedure to decide whether
two given curves in €2 lie in the same component (that is, whether they are homotopic through

TThe notation X ~ Y (resp. X &~ Y) means that X is homotopy equivalent (resp. homeomorphic) to Y.
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closed curves whose geodesic curvatures are restricted to (k1, k2)). Another consequence is that the
number of components of C? is always finite, and given by a simple formula involving x1 and xa.

More precisely, let p; = arccot(k;), ¢ = 1,2, where we adopt the convention that arccot takes
values in [0, 7], with arccot(400) = 0 and arccot(—oc) = m. Also, let || denote the greatest integer
smaller than or equal to z. Then €2 has n connected components €y, ..., C,, where

1) n:{ ™ J+1

P1 — P2

and C; contains circles traversed j times (1 < j < n). The component C,,_; also contains circles
traversed (n — 1) + 2k times, and C,, contains circles traversed n 4 2k times, for k& € N. Moreover,
each of Cy,...,C,_2 is homotopy equivalent to SO3 (n > 3).

This result could be considered a first step towards the determination of the homotopy type of
€2 in terms of x1 and k. In this context, it is natural to ask whether the inclusion €72 < CX3 =1
is a homotopy equivalence; as we have already mentioned, the topology of the latter space is well
understood. It is shown in §10 of [23] that the answer is negative when p; — p2 < 2% (note that
p1 — p2 € (0,7]), and we expect it to be negative except when CJ2 = €T (i.e., when p; — pp = 7).

Actually, we conjecture that Ci2 and @Ef have different homotopy types if and only if p; — po #
p1 — p2, but here it will only be proved that €} is homeomorphic to €22 if p; — pa = p1 — p2 (wWhere
pi = arccot k; and p; = arccot i;). More precisely, the conjecture is that the homotopy type of the
“large” components €,_1 and €, of C£2 (with n as in (I)) is that of a space of the form

SOz x (8% v 8> v 82" v 82 v . ),

n1 < ng <ng < --- being positive integers which can be obtained in terms of x; and ko by formulas

similar to .

Outline of the sections. It turns out that it is more convenient, but not essential, to work with
curves which need not be C2. The curves that we consider possess continuously varying unit tangent
vectors at all points, but their geodesic curvatures are defined only almost everywhere. This class of
curves is described in §1, where we also relate the resulting spaces L2 to the more familiar spaces
Cr2 of C" curves: The inclusion €f? < L2 is a homotopy equivalence and has dense image. In this
section we take the first steps toward the main theorem by proving that the topology of £5? depends
only on p; — pa. A corollary of this result is that any space £}72 is homeomorphic to a space of type
Lo°; the latter class is usually more convenient to work with. Some variations of our definition are
also investigated. In particular, in this section we consider spaces of non-closed curves.

The main tools in the paper are introduced in §2. Given a curve 7, we assign to  certain maps
B, and C,, called the regular and caustic bands spanned by +, respectively. These are “fat” versions
of the curve, and each of them carries in geometric form important information on the curve. We
separate our curves into two main classes: If the image of the caustic band of a curve is contained in
a hemisphere, the curve is called condensed; if this image contains two antipodal points, the curve
is diffuse. This distinction is essential throughout the work.

In §3, the grafting construction is introduced. Informally, grafting a curve consists in cutting it
at well chosen points, moving the resulting arcs and inserting new arcs in the gaps that arise. If
the curve is diffuse, then we can use grafting to deform it into a circle traversed a certain number
of times, which is the canonical curve in our spaces. We reach the same conclusion for condensed
curves in Liooo in §4, where a notion of rotation number for curves of this type is also introduced.
For ko < 0 the proof involves a generalization of the regular band of a curve, and for ko > 0 the tools
are Mobius transformations and a version of the Whitney-Graustein theorem. Actually, it will be
seen that the set of condensed curves in L:{?O having a fixed rotation number is homotopy equivalent
to SOg3, for any kg.

Although there exist curves which are neither condensed nor diffuse, any such curve is homotopic
to a curve of one of these two types. The results used to establish this are contained in §5. There
a more abstract version of rotation number for non-diffuse curves is introduced and a bound on the
total curvature of a non-diffuse curve in £> which depends only on g and its rotation number is
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obtained. This is used to deduce that, by grafting the curve indefinitely, we must obtain either a
condensed or a diffuse curve.
In §6 we decide when it is possible to deform a circle traversed k times into a circle traversed k42

times in £;°°. It is seen that this is possible if and only if k > n—1 = L)LOJ (where pg = arccot ko),
and an explicit homotopy when this is the case is presented. It is also shown that the set of condensed
curves in £;f>° with fixed rotation number & < n—1is a connected component of this space (n > 3).

The proofs of the main theorems are given in §7, after most of the work has been done. A direct
characterization of the components of £F2 in terms of the properties of a curve is presented at the
end of this section. An immediate corollary is a straightforward procedure to check whether two
given curves lie in the same component of this space.

Finally, we collect in an appendix some basic results on convexity in S™ (none of which is new)
that are used throughout the work.

Acknowledgements. The content of this paper is essentially contained in the Ph.D. thesis [23] of
the second author, who was advised by the first. Both authors gratefully acknowledge the financial
support of CNPQ, CAPES and FAPERJ, particularly during the second author’s graduate studies. We
thank the members of the Ph.D. committee for several interesting suggestions. Very special thanks
go to Boris Shapiro for helpful conversations with the first author during his visit to Stockholm
University, which inspired the main problem considered in this work.

1. SPACES OF CURVES OF BOUNDED GEODESIC CURVATURE

Basic definitions and notation. Let M denote cither the euclidean space R™*! or the unit sphere
S® ¢ R™*L, for some n > 1. By a curve v in M we mean a continuous map v: [a,b] — M. A
curve will be called regular when it has a continuous and nonvanishing derivative; in other words, a
regular curve is a C' immersion of [a, b] into M. For simplicity, the interval where ~ is defined will
usually be [0, 1].

Let v: [0,1] — S? be a regular curve and let | | denote the usual Euclidean norm. The arc-length
parameter s of v is defined by

dwzélﬂmda

and L = fol |%(t)] dt is called the length of . Derivatives with respect to ¢t and s will be systematically
denoted by a”and a ’, respectively; this convention extends to higher-order derivatives as well.

Up to homotopy, we can always assume that a family of curves is parametrized proportionally to
arc-length.

(1.1) Lemma. Let A be a topological space and let a — v, be a continuous map from A to the set
of all C™ regular curves v: [0,1] = M (r > 1) with the C" topology. Then there exists a homotopy
v&:[0,1] = M, u € [0,1], such that for any a € A:

(i) 7Y = 9. and ! is parametrized so that |4L(t)| is independent of t.
(ii) v is an orientation-preserving reparametrization of ., for all u € [0, 1].

Proof. Let s,(t) = fot |0 (7)| d7 be the arc-length parameter of v,, L, its length and 7,: [0, L] —
[0, 1] the inverse function of s,. Define v¥: [0,1] — M by:

V) = 7a((1 = )t +ura(Lat)  (w,t €[0,1], a € A).
Then ~ is the desired homotopy. O

The unit tangent vector to v at y(t) will always be denoted by t(t). Set M = S? for the rest of
this section, and define the unit normal vector n to v by

n(t) = () x (),

where x denotes the vector product in R3.
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Assume now that v has a second derivative. By definition, the geodesic curvature k(s) of 7 at
~(s) is given by

(1) K(s) = (t'(s),n(s)) .

Note that the geodesic curvature is not altered by an orientation-preserving reparametrization of
the curve, but its sign is changed if we use an orientation-reversing reparametrization. Since the
sectional curvatures of the sphere are all equal to 1, the normal curvature of v is 1 at each point. In

particular, its Fuclidean curvature K,
K(s) =+/1+k(s)?,

never vanishes.
Closely related to the geodesic curvature of a curve v: [0,1] — S? is the radius of curvature of
at (), which we define as the unique number p(t) € (0, 7) satisfying

cot p(t) = k(t).
Note that the sign of () is equal to the sign of T — p(t).

Ezample. A parallel circle of colatitude a, for 0 < a < 7, has geodesic curvature =+ cot « (the sign
depends on the orientation), and radius of curvature a or m — « at each point. (Recall that the
colatitude of a point measures its distance from the north pole along S2.) The radius of curvature
p(t) of an arbitrary curve «y gives the size of the radius of the osculating circle to ~y at (¢), measured
along S? and taking the orientation of v into account.

p=T—«

FIGURE 2. A parallel circle of colatitude o has radius of curvature o or m — a,
depending on its orientation. We adopt the convention that the center (on S?) of
a circle lies to its left, hence in the first figure the center is taken to be the north
pole, and in the second, the south pole.

If we consider v as a curve in R3, then its “usual” radius of curvature R is defined by R(t) =
ﬁ = sinp(t). We will rarely mention R or K again, preferring instead to work with p and x,

which are their natural intrinsic analogues in the sphere.

Spaces of curves. Given p € S? and v € T,S? of norm 1, there exists a unique Q € SO3 having
p € R3 as first column and v € R3 as second column. We obtain thus a diffeomorphism between
SO3 and the unit tangent bundle UT'S? of S2.

(1.2) Definition. For a regular curve v: [0,1] — S?, its frame ®,: [0,1] — SOj3 is the map given
by

In other words, ®., is the curve in UTS? associated with v, under the identification of UT'S? with
SO3. We emphasize that it is not necessary that v have a second derivative for ®, to be defined.

In previous works of the first author, this is denoted by §, and called the Frenet frame of v. We will not use
this terminology to avoid any confusion with the usual Frenet frame of v when it is considered as a curve in R3.
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Now let —oo < K1 < k2 < 400 and Q € SO3. We would like to study the space £52(Q) of all
regular curves v: [0,1] — S? satisfying:

(i) ©4(0) =TI and ©,(1) = Q;
(ii) K1 < K(t) < Ko for each t € [0, 1].

Here I is the 3 x 3 identity matrix and & is the geodesic curvature of 4. Condition (i) says that -y
starts at e; in the direction es; and ends at Qe; in the direction Qes.

This definition is incomplete because we have not described the topology of £52(Q). The most
natural choice would be to require that the curves in this space be of class C?, and to give it the C?
topology. The foremost reason why we will not follow this course is that we would like to be able to
perform some constructions which yield curves that are not C2. We shall adopt a more complicated
definition in order to avoid using convolutions or other tools all the time to smoothen a curve.

(1.3) Definition. A function f: [a,b] — R is said to be of class H' if it is an indefinite integral of
some g € L?[a,b]. We extend this definition to maps F': [a,b] — R" by saying that F is of class H!
if and only if each of its component functions is of class H'.

Since L?[a,b] C L'[a,b], an H' function is absolutely continuous (and differentiable almost ev-
erywhere).

We shall now present an explicit description of a topology on £52(Q) which turns it into a Hilbert
manifold. The definition is unfortunately not very natural. However, we shall prove the following
two results relating this space to more familiar concepts: First, for any » € N, r > 2, the subset of
L172(Q) consisting of C" curves will be shown to be dense in £2(Q). Second, we will see that the
space of C" regular curves satisfying conditions (i) and (ii) above, with the C” topology, is homotopy
equivalent to £}2 (Q)ﬂ

Consider first a smooth regular curve ~: [0,1] — S2. From the definition of ®., we deduce that

_ 0 — 7 ()] 0
(2) D, (t) = 0y (1)A(E), where A(t) = | [4(?)] 0 —[¥(@®)]£(t) | € s03
0 O &@) 0

is called the logarithmic derivative of @, and & is the geodesic curvature of +.
Conversely, given Qo € SO3 and a smooth map A: [0, 1] — so3 of the form

3) A)=|v@®) 0 —w(t)],

let @: [0,1] — SO3 be the unique solution to the initial value problem

(4) 0(t) = @(t)A(t), ©(0) = Qo

Define «: [0,1] — S? to be the smooth curve given by 7(t) = ®(t)e;. Then 7 is regular if and only
if v(t) # 0 for all ¢ € [0, 1], and it satisfies ®., = ® if and only if v(¢t) > 0 for all ¢. (If v(¢) < 0 for all
t then +y is regular, but ®, is obtained from ® by changing the sign of the entries in the second and
third columns.)

Equation ({4)) still has a unique solution if we only require that v,w € L2[0,1] (cf. [3], p. 67). With
this in mind, let E = L2[0,1] x L2[0,1] and let h: (0, +00) — R be the smooth diffeomorphism

(5) h(t)=t—t1
For each pair k1 < kg € R, let hy, x,: (K1, k2) = R be the smooth diffeomorphism
Py s (8) = (k1 = 8) 7+ (g — )"

TThe definitions given here are straightforward adaptations of the ones in [I7], where they are used to study spaces
of locally convex curves in 8™ (which correspond to the spaces La'oo(Q) when n = 2).
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and, similarly, set
h_oo,-‘roo: R—R h—oo,+oo(t) —¢
h—oons: (—00,k2) = R ooy (t) =t + (g — )
By oot (K1,400) 2 R Dy oo (t) = £+ (51 — )71

(1.4) Definition. Let k1, ko satisfy —0o < k1 < Ky < +o00. A curve 7: [0,1] — S? will be called
(K1, k2)-admissible if there exist Qo € SO3 and a pair (0,w) € E such that v(t) = ®(t)e; for all
t € [0,1], where ® is the unique solution to equation , with v, w given by

(6) v(t) = h7H(0(t),  w(t) =v(t)hy, ., (@(1)).

When it is not important to keep track of the bounds k1, ko, we shall say more simply that v is
admissible.

In vague but more suggestive language, an admissible curve ~ is essentially an H! frame ®: [0,1] —
SO3 such that v = ®e;: [0,1] — S? has geodesic curvature in the interval (k1, £2). The unit tangent
(resp. normal) vector t(t) = ®(t)es (resp. n(t) = ®(t)ez) of v is thus defined everywhere on [0, 1],
and it is absolutely continuous as a function of t. The curve « itself is, like ®, of class H'. However,
the coordinates of its velocity vector 4(t) = v(t) ®(t)eq lie in L?[0,1], so the latter is only defined
almost everywhere. The geodesic curvature of v, which is also defined a.e., is given by

1 . _ A
R(t) = o (), n(t) = bl (@(1) € (k1, k2)
cf. (2)), (3) and . Note also that if we parametrize v by (a multiple of) its arc-length parameter
( 7 by g
instead, then it becomes a C' curve, for then v/ =t is absolutely continuous.

Remark. The reason for the choice of the specific diffeomorphism h: (0,+00) — R in (instead
of, say, h(t) = logt) is that we need h=1(t) to diverge linearly to 400 as t — 0,+o0 in order to
guarantee that v = h™! o9 € L?[0,1] whenever & € L?[0,1]. The reason for the choice of the other
diffeomorphisms is analogous.

(1.5) Definition. Let —oo < k1 < kg < 400, Qo € SO3. Define £12(Qo,-) to be the set of all
(K1, k2)-admissible curves v such that

q)’Y (0) = QO;
where ®. is the frame of 4. This set is identified with E via the correspondence v < (0,w), and
this defines a (trivial) Hilbert manifold structure on £}2(Qo, ).

In particular, this space is contractible by definition. We are now ready to define the spaces
L72(Q), which constitute the main object of study of this work.

(1.6) Definition. Let —oco < k1 < kg < +00, Q € SO3. We define £2(Q) to be the subspace of
Lr2(I,-) consisting of all curves 7 in the latter space satisfying

(1) ®.,(0)=I and o,(1)=0Q.
Here @, is the frame of v and I is the 3 x 3 identity matrixm

Because SOz has dimension 3, the condition ®(1) = @ implies that £}2(Q) is a closed subman-
ifold of codimension 3 in E = £/2(I,-). (Here we are using the fact that the map which sends the
pair (0,w) € E to ®(1) is a submersion; a proof of this when x; = 0 and k2 = 400 can be found in
§3 of [16], and the proof of the general case is analogous.) The space £12(Q) consists of closed curves
only when Q = I. Also, when k1 = —o0 and ke = 400 simultaneously, no restrictions are placed
on the geodesic curvature. The resulting space (for arbitrary ) € SOj3) is known to be homotopy
equivalent to Q83 L Q2S3; see the discussion after .

TThe letter ‘L’ in £72(Q) is a reference to John A. Little, who determined the connected components of Laroo (I)
in [1].
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Note that we have natural inclusions £%2(Q) < £=2(Q) whenever &1 < k1 < k2 < K. More
explicitly, this map is given by:

v = (0,@) = (0, iy g © hig) e, (9))3
it is easy to check that the actual curve associated with the pair of functions in £2(Q) on the right
side (via , and (@) is the original curve +, so that the use of the term “inclusion” is justified.
In fact, this map is an embedding, so that £?(Q) can be considered a subspace of £7?(Q) when
R1 < K1 < K2 < Ra.
The next lemma contains all results on Hilbert manifolds that we shall use.

(1.7) Lemma. Let M be a Hilbert manifold. Then:

(a) M is locally path-connected. In particular, its connected components and path components
coincide.

(b) If M is weakly contractible then it is contractible.

(¢) LetE and F be separable Banach spaces. Suppose i: F — E is a bounded, injective linear map
with dense image and M C E is a smooth closed submanifold of finite codimension. Then
N = i7Y(M) is a smooth closed submanifold of F and i: (F,N) — (E, M) is a homotopy
equivalence of pairs.

Proof. Part (a) is obvious and part (b) is a special case of thm. 15 in [I3]. Part (c) is a consequence
of the implicit function theorem (for Banach spaces). Finally, part (d) is thm. 2 in [2]. O

(1.8) Lemma. Let r € {2,3,...,00}. Then the subset of all v: [0,1] — S? of class C" is dense in

£2(Q).

Proof. This follows from the fact that the set of smooth functions f: [0,1] — R is dense in L?[0, 1].
]

(1.9) Definition. Let —oo < k1 < K < +00, Q € SOz and r € N, r > 2. Define C}2(Q) to be the
set, furnished with the C™ topology, of all C" regular curves 7: [0, 1] — S? such that:

(i) ©4(0) =TI and ®.(1) = Q;

(ii) w1 < K(t) < Ko for each t € [0, 1].

The value of r is not important, as all of these spaces are homotopy equivalent. Because of this,
after the next lemma, when we speak of C?(Q), we will implicitly assume that r = 2.

(1.10) Lemma. Let r € N (r > 2), @ € SO3 and —o0 < k1 < kg < +00. Then the set inclusion
i: Cr2(Q) — L2(Q) is a homotopy equivalence.

Proof. In this proof we will highlight the differentiability class by denoting Cf2(Q) by Cr2(Q)". Let
E = L20,1] x L?[0,1], let F = C"71[0,1] x C"~2[0,1] (where C*[0,1] denotes the set of all C*
functions [0,1] — R, with the C* norm) and let i: F — E be set inclusion. Setting M = ££2(Q),
we conclude from (c)) that i: N = i }(M) < M is a homotopy equivalence. We claim that
N ~ €2(Q)", where the homeomorphism is obtained by associating a pair (v,w) € N to the curve
~ obtained by solving (with A defined by and @ and Qg = I), and vice-versa.

Suppose first that v € €£2(Q)". Then |§| (resp. x) is a function [0,1] — R of class C"~*
(resp. C"~2). Hence, so are & = ho|§| and @ = h? o k, since h and h{2 are smooth. Conversely, if
(0,%) € N, then v = h=!(0) is of class C"~! and w = (hff2) ™! oW of class C"~2, and the frame

of the curve ~ corresponding to that pair satisfies

_ 0~} o 0 —v 0
d=dA, A=[]4] O —-Pls|]=1v 0 -—-w
0 ¥k 0 0 w 0

Since the entries of A are of class (at least) C"~2, the entries of ® are functions of class C"~!.
Moreover, v = ®eq, hence

A= be; = PAey = vPesy,
and the velocity vector of 7 is seen to be of class C"~!. It follows that v is a curve of class CT.
Finally, it is easy to check that the correspondence (o, w) <> v is continuous in both directions. O
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Lifted frames. The (two-sheeted) universal covering space of SOz is S3. Let us briefly recall the
definition of the covering map 7: S3 — SOgﬂ We start by identifying R* with the algebra H
of quaternions, and S? with the subgroup of unit quaternions. Given z € S3 v € R*, define a
transformation 7}, : R* — R* by T} (v) = 2vz~! = 20vZ. One checks easily that T, preserves the sum,
multiplication and conjugation operations. It follows that, for any v,w € R?,

4 <Tz(v)»TZ(w)> = |TZ(U) + TZ(w)|2 - ‘TZ(U) - TZ(w)|2
=lv+w]?®—|v—w]®=4@,uw),

where (, ) denotes the usual inner product in R*. Thus 77, is an orthogonal linear transformation of
R*. Moreover, T,(1) = 1 (where 1 is the unit of H), hence the three-dimensional vector subspace
{0} x R? C R* consisting of the purely imaginary quaternions is invariant under 7,. The element
7(z) € SOg3 is the restriction of T, to this subspace, where (a,b,c) € R? is identified with the
quaternion az + bj + ck.

In what follows we adopt the convention that S® (resp. SO3) is furnished with the Riemannian
metric inherited from R* (resp. R?).

(1.11) Lemma. Let {,) denote the metric in S® and (,) the metric in SO3. Then 7*(,) =8(, ),
where 7(, ) denotes the pull-back of {, ) by .

Proof. The proof is a straightforward calculation. The details may be found in [23], (2.11). a

(1.12) Definition. Let ®.: [0,1] — SO3 be the frame of an admissible curve v and let z € S3
satisfy m(z) = ®,(0). We define the lifted frame ®Z: [0,1] — S? to be the lift of ®, to S?, starting
at z. When ®,(0) = I we adopt the convention that z = 1, and we denote the lifted frame simply
by i&,.

Here is a simple but important application of this concept.

(1.13) Lemma. Let v, 71 € £12(Q), f0r~some Q S SOs, and suppose that vy, 71 lie in the same
connected component of this space. Then ®.,(1) = ®.,(1).

Proof. Since £2(Q) is a Hilbert manifold, its path and connected components coincide. Therefore,
to say that 7,71 lie in the same connected component of £f2(Q) is the same as to say that there
exists a continuous family of curves v, € £72(Q) joining 7o and 71, s € [0,1]. The family ®,,
yields a homotopy between the paths ®,, and ®,, in SO3. (Recall that each of the frames ®., is
(absolutely) continuous.) By the homotopy lifting property of covering spaces, the paths éyo and

®,, are also homotopic in S? (fixing the endpoints). O

The role of the initial and final frames. We will now study how the topology of £2(Q) changes
if we consider variations of condition (i) in (L.6)); by the end of the section it should be clear that our
original definition is sufficiently general. A summary of all the definitions considered here is given
in table form on p.[13

For fixed z € S?, let 2,S? denote the set of all continuous paths w: [0, 1] — S such that w(0) = 1
and w(1) = z, furnished with the compact-open topology. It can be shown (see [I], p. 198) that
0,83 ~ QS3 for any z € S3, where QS? is the space of paths in S? which start and end at 1 € Sgﬂ
The topology of this space is well understood; we refer the reader to [I], §16, for more information.

Now let r1 < k2, 2 € S? be arbitrary and @ = m(z). Define

(7) F:£72(Q) —» Q.8°U0_.S$* ~08* L1 Qs® by F(y) =2,

In the special case k1 = —00, k2 = 400, it follows from the Hirsch-Smale theorem (see [21], thm. C)
that this map is a homotopy equivalence. In the general case this is false, however. For instance,
0S? U QS3 has two connected components, while Little has proved ([T1], thm. 1) that £§>°(I) has

three connected components. We take this opportunity to recall the precise statement of Little’s
theorem and to introduce a new class of spaces.

fSee [4] for more details and further information on quaternions and rotations.
¥The notation X ~ Y (resp. X &~ Y) means that X is homotopy equivalent (resp. homeomorphic) to Y.
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(1.14) Definition. Let —oo < k3 < Kz < +00. Define £}2 to be the space of all (x1, #2)-admissible
curves v: [0,1] — S? such that
©,(0) = ©,(1).

Note that the only difference between £ (I) and £}? is that curves in the latter space may have
arbitrary initial and final frames, as long as they coincide. An argument analogous to the one given
for the spaces £72(Q) shows that £ is also a Hilbert manifold. In fact, we have the following
relationship between the two classes.

(1.15) Proposition. The space £172 is homeomorphic to SOz x L12(I).

Proof. For Q € SO3 and v € L£72(I), let Qv be the curve defined by (Qv)(t) = Q(y(t)). Because
Q@ is an isometry, the geodesic curvatures of Qv at (Q7v)(t) and of v at (t) coincide. Define
F: 803 x Lr2(I) — L2 by F(Q,v) = Qv; clearly, I is continuous. Since it has the continuous
inverse n — (®,,(0), ®,(0)~'n), F is a homeomorphism. O

Let us temporarily denote by £ the space £° __ LI LS“X’ studied by Little. We have £° __ ~ LS‘“’,
since the map which takes a curve in £ to the same curve with reversed orientation is a (self-inverse)
homeomorphism mapping £° _ onto LS“X’. What is proved in [II] is that £ has six connected
componentsm Using prop. and the fact that SO3 is connected, we see that Little’s theorem is
equivalent to the assertion that L(J{ °°(I) has three connected components, as was claimed immediately
above (|1.14)).

A natural generalization of the spaces £1?(Q) is obtained by modifying condition (i) of as

follows.

(1.16) Definition. Let —oo < k1 < k2 < 400 and Qp, Q1 € SO3. Define £2(Qo, Q1) to be the
space of all (k1, k2)-admissible curves 7: [0, 1] — S? such that

(i) ®,(0) =Qp and &,(1) =@Q1.

Thus, the only difference between condition (i) on p. [7|and condition (i’) is that the latter allows
arbitrary initial frames.

(1.17) Proposition. Let P, Qo, Q1 € SO3. Then L;2(Qo, Q1) =~ L2(PQo, PQ1). In particular,
Lr2(Qo, Q1) ~ L£52(Q), where Q = Qg ' Q1.

Proof. The proof is similar to that of (1.15]). The map v+ P takes £12(Qo, Q1) into £2(PQo, PQ1)
and is continuous. The map v — P~ "+, which is likewise continuous, is its inverse. (Il

Of course, we could also consider the spaces L2 (-, Q), consisting of all (1, k2)-admissible curves
7 having final frame ®,(1) = Q € SO3 (but arbitrary initial frame). Like £}2(Q,), this space is
contractible. To see this, one can go through the definition to check that it is indeed diffeomor-
phic to E, or, alternatively, one can observe that the map v — 7, (¢t) = v(1 — t), establishes a
homeomorphism

L306Q) = L3(QR, ),

where
1 0 0
R=|0 -1 0
0o 0 -1

Finally, we could study the space £2(-,-) of all (1, #2)-admissible curves, with no conditions placed
on the frames. The argument given in the proof of (1.15]) shows that

L£r2(., ) &~ SOy x £2(I,-).

Hence, £}2(-,-) is homeomorphic to SO3 x E, and has the homotopy type of SO3.
Thus, the topology of the spaces £12(Q,-), £12(-, Q) and £2(-,-) is uninteresting. We will have
nothing else to say about these spaces.

TLittle works with C2 curves, but, as we have seen, this is not important.
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The role of the bounds on the curvature. Having analyzed the significance of condition (i)
on p. [6] let us examine next condition (ii). Notice that we have allowed the bounds 1, k2 on the
curvature to be infinite. The definition of radius of curvature is extended accordingly by setting
arccot(400) = 0 and arccot(—oo) = m. We can then rephrase (ii) as:

(ii) p(t) € (p2,p1) for each t € [0, 1].
Here p is the radius of curvature of v and p; = arccot k; € [0, 7], ¢ = 1,2. The main result of this
section relates the topology of £2(Q) to the size p; — po of the interval (ps, p1). Its proof relies on
the following construction.

Given —7 < § < 7 and an admissible curve v: [0,1] — S2, define the translation vs: [0,1] — S?
of v by 8 to be the curve given by

(8) vo(t) = cos 0~(t) + sin O n(¢) (t €0,1)).
Example. Let 0 < a < 7 and let C' be the circle of colatitude a. Depending on the orientation, the
translation of C' by 0, 0 < 6 < «, is either the circle of colatitude a + @ or the circle of colatitude

a — 0. In particular, taking # = « and a suitable orientation of C', the translation degenerates to a
single point (the north pole).

This example shows that some care must be taken in the choice of 8 for the resulting curve to be
admissible.

(1.18) Lemma. Let v: [0,1] — S? be an admissible curve and p its radius of curvature. Suppose

(9) p2 < p(t) < p1 forae te€[0,1] and py — 7 <0< ps.
Then vy is an admissible curve and its frame is given by:

cosf 0 —siné
(10) o, =P, Ry, where Rg=| 0 1 0

sinf 0 cosf
Proof. Let ¥ = @, Ry. Since ®,, satisfies the differential equation , U satisfies
U =W (R, ARy).

A direct calculation shows that

0 —(cosfv —sinfw) 0
(11) Ry'ARy = | cosfv — sinfw 0 —(cosfw +sinbv) |,
0 cos 0w + sinfv 0

where v = v(t) = |4(t)| and w = w(t) = v(t)k(t). Also, ¥e; = 75 by construction. To show that s
is admissible, it is thus only necessary to show that

o(t) .
S0 (D) sin(p(t) —60) >0

for almost every ¢ € [0, 1], and this is true by our choice of § and the fact that v > 0. ]

cos Qv (t) — sinfw(t) = v(t)(cosd — sin b cot p(t))

Thus, for 0 satisfying @D, we obtain from that the unit tangent vector ty and unit normal
vector ny to the translation 7y of v are given by:
(12) to(t) =t(t) and mny(t) = —sinf~y(¢) + cosfn(t)
for almost every ¢ € [0, 1].

(1.19) Corollary. Let y: [0,1] — S? be an admissible curve and let § satisfy (9). Then the radius
of curvature p of vg is given by p=p — 0.

Proof. We already calculated the logarithmic derivative A, of vy in . The geodesic curvature &
of vy is given by the quotient of the (3,2)-entry by the (2,1)-entry of this matrix (cf. ):
cosbw +sinfv  wvsinfcotfy +1  cotOcotp+1

- = = = cot(p — 0),
cosfv —sinfw  vsinf cotd — = cot — cot p (p=9)

where v, w are the (2,1)- and (3,2)-entries of A, respectively. Therefore, p = p — 6. O
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Remark. A different proof of (1.19) may be found in [23]. There we verify the formula for a circle,
and then use the fact that the osculating circle to the translation vy at v¢(t) is the translation of
the osculating circle to v at y(t).

(1.20) Lemma. Letvy: [0,1] — S? be an admissible curve and suppose that @ holds. Then (vg), =
Yo+o for any ¢ € (—m, ). In particular, (7o)—o = 7.

Proof. Note that (), is defined because 7y is admissible, as we have just seen. Using and
we obtain that

(79) = cos¢ (cosf~ +sinfn) + sinp (—sinfy + cosfn) = vy, . O

(1.21) Theorem A. Let Q € SO3, k1 < Ko, k1 < Ko, p; = arccot k;, p; = arccot k;. Suppose that
p1— p2 = p1 — p2. Then L72(Q) ~ L2 (R_gQRyg), where O = py — p2 and
cosf 0 —sinf
Ry = 0 1 0
sinf 0 cosf

We recall that the bounds k;, &; may take on infinite values, and we adopt the conventions that
arccot(4o00) = 0 and arccot(—o0) = 7.

Proof. Let v € £12(Q) and let p be its radius of curvature. We have:
p2 < p(t) < py for a.e. t € [0,1].

Set 6 = pa—pa. Then @D is satisfied, so 7y is and admissible curve. By ([1.19)), the radius of curvature
p of g is given by p = p — 6. Thus,

p2 < p(t) < py for a.e. t € [0,1].
Together with 1) this says that F': v — 7 maps £72(Q) into Lgf(Rg, QRp). Similarly, transla-
tion by —6 is a map G: Léf(Rg, QRg) — L12(Q). By QD the maps F' and GG are inverse to each
other, hence

L£33(Q) = L5} (Ro, QRy).

Finally, because I, L—R_,, 1} guarantees that

L33 (Ro, QRy) ~ L73 (R-oQRy). D

(1.22) Remark. Taking @ = I we obtain from that L2 (1) ~ L72(I) (i, R; as in the hypothesis
of the theorem). It will also be important to us that under the homeomorphisms of and the
following corollaries, the image of any circle traversed k times is another circle traversed k times.
Indeed, the homeomorphism is obtained by translating (in the sense of ) all the curves in a space
by a fixed distance.

(1.23) Corollary. Let Q € SOz and k1 < k3. Then Lr2(Q) ~ LTr(P) for suitable kg > 0,
P € SO3. Moreover, if Q = I then P =1 also.

Proof. Let p; = arccot k;, i = 1,2, and set

,_71' P1— P2 ,:z_m—pQ
2= 3 2
The interval (pa, p1) has the same size as (p2, p1) by construction. Since cot(p1) = —ko, (1.21)) yields

O

that £72(Q) ~ L TR0 (R_9gQRy), where 6 = ’“"”’%—”.

—kKQ

and ko = cot(pa).

(1.24) Corollary. Let Q € SO3 and k1 < Kkp. Then L12(Q) = L£°(P) for suitable kg € [—00, 4+00)
and P € SO3. Moreover, if Q = I then P =1 also.

Proof. Let p; = arccot k;, i = 1,2. Then the interval (pa,p1) has the same size as the interval
(Oapl - p?) Hencev by " LZ? (Q) ~ LZ:O(R%QRO), where

1+ Kiko
Ko = cot(py — p2) = P—— and 60 = ps. O
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Corollaries and both express the fact that, for fixed @ € SOg, the topology of
the spaces £72(Q) depends essentially on one parameter, not two. The spaces of type Lf:g (@)
and Lﬁo‘x’(Q) have been singled out merely because they are more convenient to work with. For
spaces of closed curves we have the following result relating the two classes, which is another simple

consequence of ((1.23)).

(1.25) Corollary. Let kg € [—00,+0), k1 € (0,+00] and p; = arccot(k;), 1 =0,1. If po =7 —2p;
then LT (1) ~ £5°(1). O

For convenience, we list in table [I] all the spaces considered thus far, together with some of the
results that we have proved about their topology. As we have already remarked, the spaces £2(-, Q),
L£72(Q,-) and L2(-,-) will not be mentioned again.

Space Definition Condition on Frames Topology
L£r2(Q) p-I7l (1.6 P0)=1,9(1)=@Q depends on p; — pa, Q
Lr2 p.[10} (1.14 ®(0) = ®(1) arbitrary ~ 803 x Ly2(1)
£2(Q0.Q1) ol (L16)  B(0) = Q. B(1) = Q1 ~ L02(Q51 Q1)
Lr2(Q,-) p.[7} (1.5)  @(0) = Q, (1) arbitrary contractible
Lr2(-,Q) p.[{10 ®(0) arbitrary, ®(1) = Q contractible
Lr2(-,-) p. none ~ SO3

TABLE 1. Spaces of spherical curves of bounded geodesic curvature. Here () € SOs,
—00 < K1 < kg < 400 and p; = arccot(k;). The notation X ~ Y (resp. X ~Y)
means that X is homeomorphic (resp. homotopy equivalent) to Y.

2. THE CONNECTED COMPONENTS OF L2

The following theorem is the main result of this work. It presents a description of the components
of £72 in terms of x1 and ka.

(2.1) Theorem B. Let —o0 < K1 < ko < 400, p; = arccot k; (1 = 1,2) and |x| denote the greatest
integer smaller than or equal to x. Then L2 has exactly n connected components L1, ..., Ly, where

(1) n{ a J+1

P1 — P2
and L; contains circles traversed j times (1 < j < n). The component L,_1 also contains circles
traversed (n — 1) + 2k times, and L,, contains circles traversed n + 2k times, for k € N. Moreover,
each of L1,...,Ln_o is homotopy equivalent to SO3 (n > 3).

w3

™

FIGURE 3. The number of connected components of £:2, as p; — pa varies in (0, 7]

(where p; = arccot k;). When p; — py = =5 L2 has n + 1 components.

If we replace £52 with £y2([) in the statement then the conclusion is the same, except that
the first n — 2 components, £1(I),...,L,_2(I) (where £;(I) contains circles traversed j times),
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are now contractible. This is what will actually be proved; the theorem follows from this and the
homeomorphism £? ~ SO3 x £}2(I), which was established in . We could also have replaced
Lr2 by the space €2 of all C” closed curves (r > 2) whose geodesic curvatures lie in the interval
(K1, k2), with the C" topology, since this space is homotopy equivalent to the former, by .

We emphasize that the component £; contains every parametrized circle in L2 traversed j
times (notation as in (2.1))); similarly, £,,_; (resp. £,,) contains all circles traversed (n — 1) + 2k
(resp. n+2k) whose geodesic curvature lie in (k1, K2), for any k € N. A more direct characterization
in terms of the properties of a curve (condensed or diffuse) is given in .

Examples. Let us first discuss some concrete cases of the theorem.

(a) We have already mentioned (on p. @ that £ = J ~ SO3 x (283U QS?) has two connected
components J, and J_, which are characterized by: v € TJ+ if and only if @, (1) = ®,(0) and vy € J_
if and only if ®. (1) = —®,(0). This is consistent with

(b) Suppose kg < 0. Setting p2 = 0 and p; = arccot kg in , we find that L:O"o also has
two connected components. Since Liooo can be considered a subspace of Lfg, these components
have the same characterization in terms of ®: two curves v,n € Ligoo are homotopic if and only if
®.,(1) = £&.,(0) and @, (1) = £®,(0), with the same choice of sign for both curves.

(c) In contrast, £ has at least three connected components when o > 0. It has exactly three
components in case

1
0< Ky < —.

The case kg = 0 is Little’s theorem ([I1], thm. 1). If

<kro<1

\[

it has four connected components and so forth.

To sum up, as we impose starker restrictions on the geodesic curvatures, a homotopy which existed
“before” may now be impossible to carry out. For instance, in any space Ljooo with kg < 0, it is
possible to deform a circle traversed once into a circle traversed three times. However, in LS‘ > this
is not possible anymore, which gives rise to a new component.

The first part of theorem is an immediate consequence of the following results.

(2.2) Theorem C. Let —o0o < k1 < kg < +00. Every curve in L32(I) (resp. L52) lies in the same
component as a circle traversed k times, for some k € N (depending on the curve).

(2.3) Theorem D. Let —oo < k1 < kg < +00 and let o5 € L12(I) (resp. £12) denote any circle
traversed j > 1 times. Then oy, oy lie in the same component of L12(I) (resp. L2 ) if and only if

k> { T J (p; = arccot K, @ = 1,2).
p1— P2
The following very simple result will be used implicitly in the sequel; it implies in particular that
it does not matter which circle o we choose in and (2.3 .

(2.4) Lemma. Let 0,6 € L52(I) (resp. L2 ) be parametrized circles traversed the same number of
times. Then o and & lie in the same connected component of L2(I) (resp. L12).

Proof. The proof is easy, and will be omitted. See [23], lemma (4.4) for the details. O

Next we introduce the main concepts and tools used in the proofs of the theorems listed above.
From now on we shall work almost exclusively with spaces of type L:O"O and LE;’O (I); we are allowed

to do so by (1.24).

The bands spanned by a curve. Let v: [0,1] — S? be a C? regular curve. For ¢ € [0, 1], let x(t)
(or x+(t)) be the center, on S?, of the osculating circle to v at v(¢). (There are two possibilities for
the center on S2 of a circle. To distinguish them we use the orientation of the circle, as in fig. [2| The
radius of curvature p(t) is the distance from ~(t) to the center x(¢), measured along S?.) The point
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x(t) will be called the center of curvature of v at ~y(t), and the correspondence t — x(t) defines a
new curve x: [0,1] — S?, the caustic of 4. In symbols,

(2) X() = cos p(t) Y(t) + sin p(t) ().

Here, as always, p = arccot « is the radius of curvature and n the unit normal to 7. Note that the
caustic of a circle degenerates to a single point, its center. This is explained by the following result.

(2.5) Lemma. Letr > 2, v: [0,1] — S? be a C" regular curve and x its caustic. Then x is a curve
of class C"=2. When x is differentiable, x(t) = 0 if and only if is(t) = 0, where  is the geodesic
curvature of ~y.

Proof. Again, the proof will be left to the reader. See [23], (4.5) for the details. O

(2.6) Definitions. Let k9 € R, py = arccot kg and v € L;“D”o. Define the regular band B, and the
caustic band C, to be the maps

B,:[0,1] x [po — 7,0] = S* and C.,: [0,1] x [0, po] — S*
given by the same formula:
(3) (t,0) — cos@~(t) + sinOn(t).

The image of C., will be denoted by C', and the geodesic circle orthogonal to v at () will be denoted
by T';. As a set,

Iy = {cos~(t) +sinfn(t) : 0 € [-m,m)}.

C"/ (tz PO)

B,y (t,po —m) = —C,(t, po)

FIGURE 4.

For fixed ¢, the images of £B,,(t,-) and +C, (¢, -) divide the circle I'; in four parts. Note also that
X+(t) = Cy (L, p(t)).

(2.7) Lemma. Let vy € £°° and let By: [0,1] X [pg — m,0] — S? be the regular band spanned by .
Then:
(a) The derivative of By is an isomorphism at every point.

b) 28 t,0) has norm 1 and is orthogonal to 0B, t,0). Moreover,
o0 ot

dB, 0B,
ot W) 0.

(c) C, fails to be an immersion precisely at the points (t, p(t)) whose images form the caustic x.

det (B’y ,

Proof. We have:

(1) 08,

o0

(t,0) = —sinf~(t) + cos O n(t).



16 NICOLAU C. SALDANHA AND PEDRO ZUHLKE

(5) e 1(t,0) = [4(t)] (cosf — k(t) sin6) t(t)
t)]

= sipt)

where p(t) = arccot k(t) is the radius of curvature of v at 'y( ). The inequality ko < £ < +00
translates into 0 < p < pg, hence the factor multiplying t(¢) in @ is positive for 6 satisfying
po — 7 < 60 <0, and this implies (a) and (b). Part (c¢) also follows directly from (6]), because C, and
B, are defined by the same formula. O

Thus, B, is an immersion (and a submersion) at every point of its domain. It is merely a way of
collecting the regular translations of v (as defined on p. in a single map.

If we fix t and let 6 vary in (0, po), the section C,(t,0) of I'; describes the set of “valid” centers of
curvature for v at (t), in the sense that the circle centered at C, (t, #) passing through v(¢), with the
same orientation, has geodesic curvature greater than xy. This interpretation is important because
it motivates many of the constructions that we consider ahead.

Condensed and diffuse curves.

(2.8) Definition. Let o € R and v € £;>°. We shall say that v is condensed if the image C' of C,
is contained in a closed hemisphere, and diffuse if C' contains antipodal points (i.e., if CN—C # 0).

Examples. A circle in Li{;’o is always condensed for kg > 0, but when k¢ < 0 it may or may not be
condensed, depending on its radius. If a curve contains antipodal points then it must be diffuse, since
C,(t,0) = ~(t). By the same reason, a condensed curve is itself contained in a closed hemisphere.

There exist curves which are condensed and diffuse at the same time; an example is a geodesic
circle in £1>°, with ko < 0. There also exist curves which are neither condensed nor diffuse. To see
this, let S! be identified with the equator of S? and let ¢ € S! be a primitive third root of unity.
Choose small neighborhoods U; of ¢* (i = 0,1,2) and V of the north pole in S2. Then the set G
consisting of all geodesic segments joining points of U; U Us U Us to points of V' does not contain
antipodal points, nor is it contained in a closed hemisphere, by . By taking pg = arccot kg to
be very small, we can construct a curve v € Ljooo for which C' = Im(C,) C G, but ¢* € C for each
i, so that ~ is neither condensed nor diffuse.

To sum up, a curve may be condensed, diffuse, neither of the two, or both simultaneously, but
this ambiguity is not as important as it seems.

There exists a two-way correspondence between the unit sphere S? and the set consisting of its
closed (or open) hemispheres; namely, with h € S? we can associate

H={peS*: (h,p) >0}

Let ~v: [0,1] — S™ be a (continuous) curve contained in the interior of H. As a consequence of the
compactness of [0, 1], if heS™is sufficiently close to h, then + is also contained in the hemisphere H
corresponding to h. It is desirable to be able to select, in a natural way, a distinguished hemisphere
among those which contain ~.

(2.9) Lemma. Let k9 € R and H C Ljooo be the subspace consisting of all v whose image is
contained in some closed hemisphere (depending on ). Then the map h: H — S?, which associates
to v the barycenter h, on S? of the set of closed hemispheres that contain v, is continuous. O

More explicitly, the barycenter h, is obtained as follows: For fixed +y, consider the set
4 ={he€S*: (y(t),h) >0 for each t € [0,1]}.

It can be proved that the centroid of §, in R? is not the origin. The barycenter h. is taken to be
the image on S? of this centroid under gnomic (central) projection. We refer the reader to §3 of [23]
for the proof of this lemma and also of the following one.
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(2.10) Lemma. Let ko € R and let O C L} denote the subspace consisting of all condensed curves.
Define a map h: O — S? by v+ h.,, where h, is the image under gnomic (central) projection of the
centroid, in R3, of the set of closed hemispheres which contain Im(C,). Then h: O — S2, v hy,
s continuous. (]

3. GRAFTING

(8.1) Definition. Let ~: [a,b] — S? be an admissible curve. The total curvature tot(v) of v is given

by
b
totn) = [ K@) dr,
where
(1) K=+1+4+kK?=cscp

is the Euclidean curvature of v. We say that v: [0, T] — S2, u + (u), is a parametrization of v by
curvature if

~ 1
|<I>;(u)| = /2 or, equivalently, ’(b;(u)| =3 for a.e. uw € [0, T7.
The equivalence of the two equalities comes from ([1.11]). The next result justifies our terminology.

(3.2) Lemma. Let y: [0,7] — S? be an admissible curve. Then:

(a) v is parametrized by curvature if and only if
tot (y]jo,u)) = u for every u € [0,T].

(b) If v is parametrized by curvature then its logarithmic derivatives A = @glfIJQY and A = é;lé’
are given by:

0 — sin p(u) 0 ) 1
A(u) = | sin p(u) 0 —cosp(u) |, Alu)= 3 (cos p(u)i + sin p(u)k).
0 cos p(u) 0

Here, as always, p is the radius of curvature of 7. In the expression for A above and in the sequel
we are identifying S® with the unit quaternions and the Lie algebra s03 = T1S? (the tangent space
to S3 at 1) with the vector space of all imaginary quaternions. Also, it follows from (a) that if
v: [0,T] — S? is parametrized by curvature then 7' = tot().

Proof. Let us denote differentiation with respect to u by /. Using , we deduce that

0 -1 0 0 —sin p(u) 0
@ Aw=R@ (1 0 —sw]|=Kw}K@ (snpw) 0  —cospu) |,
0 k(u) 0 0 cos p(u) 0

hence |®'(u)| = |A(u)| = V2 K (u) |y'(u)|. Therefore, v is parametrized by curvature if and only if
K(u) |y (u)| =1 for a.e. u € [0,T].

Integrating we deduce that this is equivalent to
tot(vljo,u)) = u for every u € [0,T7,

which proves (a). The expression for A is obtained from , using that under the isomorphism

$03 — 503 induced by the projection S3 — SQOs, %, % and % correspond respectively to

00 0 0 0 1 0 -1 0
00 -1}, 0 0 0|, and 1 0 o]. 0
01 0 -1 0 0 0 0 0

We now introduce the essential notion of grafting.

(3.3) Definition. Let v;: [0,7;] — S? (i = 0,1) be admissible curves parametrized by curvature.
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(a) A grafting function is a function ¢: [0, sg] — [0, s1] of the form

3) o =t+ Y S+ Y 6 (@),

r<t,zeXt c<t,xeX—

where X+ C [0,s0) and X~ C [0, s0] are countable sets and 6% : X* — (0, +oc) are arbitrary
functions.

(b) We say that vy is obtained from ~o by grafting, denoted vo < 71, if there exists a grafting
function ¢: [0,Tp] — [0,71] such that A, = A, o ¢.

(¢) Let J be an interval (not necessarily closed). A chain of grafts consists of a homotopy s — s,
s € J, and a family of grafting functions @s, s, : [0, so] = [0, s1], so < 81 € J, such that:

(1) Ay., = Ay, 0 dsg,s, Whenever so < s1;

(ii) @sp,50 = 1,55 © Psg,s1 Whenever so < s1 < Sa.
Here every curve is admissible and parametrized by curvature.

(3.4) Remarks.

(a) A function ¢: [0,s0] — [0,s1], so < s1, is a grafting function if and only if it is increasing
and there exists a countable set X C [0, so] such that ¢(t) = ¢t + ¢ whenever ¢ belongs to one of the
intervals which form (0, sp) \ X, where ¢ > 0 is a constant depending on the interval.

(b) Observe that in eq. , r < t in the first sum, while x < ¢ in the second sum. We do not
require X and X~ to be disjoint, and they may be finite (or even empty).

(c) If ¢: [0,50] — [0, s1] is a grafting function then it is monotone increasing and has derivative
equal to 1 a.e.. Moreover, ¢(t + h) — ¢(t) > h for any t and h > 0; in particular, sg < 1.

(d) As the name suggests, 79 < 71 if 71 is obtained by inserting a countable number of pieces of
curves (e.g., arcs of circles) at chosen points of vy (see fig. @ This can be used, for instance, to
increase the total curvature of a curve. The difficulty is that it is usually not clear how we can graft
pieces of curves onto a closed curve so that the resulting curve is still closed and the restrictions on
the geodesic curvature are not violated.

(e) Two curves v9,71 € £52(Q) agree if and only if A, = A,, a.e. on [0,1]. Indeed, v; = @, €1,
where @, is the unique solution to an initial value problem as in eq. of §1. Of course, if the curves
are parametrized by curvature instead, then the latter condition should be replaced by Ty = T1 and
Ay, = A4, ae on [0,Tp] =[0,T1].

For a grafting function ¢: [0, so] — [0, s1] and ¢ € [0, so], define:
)= I — —(t) = li — —h).
W)= lim ¢t +h)—¢(t),  w ()= lim ¢(t) -4t —h)

We also adopt the convention that wt(sg) = 0, while w™ (0) = ¢(0). Note that the limits above exist
because ¢ is increasing.

(3.5) Lemma. Let ¢: [0, s9] — [0,51] be a grafting function, and let X* and 5§ be as in definition
(3-3(a))-
(a) t € X* if and only if w®(t) > 0. In this case, 6% (t) = wr(t).
(b) X* and 6% are uniquely determined by ¢.
(¢) If ¢o: [0,80] — [0,81] and ¢1: [0,s1] — [0, s2] are grafting functions then so is ¢ = ¢1 o dg.
Moreover,
X c Xt and oFf <ot
(Here 6Oi correspond to ¢, 8T correspond to ¢, and so forth.)

Proof. The proof will be split into parts.

(a) Firstly, w"(sp) = 0 by convention and sy ¢ X+ because X C [0, s9). Secondly, w™(0) =
¢(0) by convention, and tells us that 0 € X~ if and only if ¢(0) # 0, in which case
57(0) = ¢(0). This proves the assertion for t = 0 (resp. t = sg) and X~ (resp. X ).

Since
Z 5t (x) + Z 57 (x) < 81— sp,

zeXt reX—
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given € > 0 there exist finite subsets F* € X* such that

Z 5t (x) + Z § (z) <e.
zeXtNFT rzeXNF~
Suppose t ¢ Xt t < s9. Then there exists n, 0 < 1 < €, such that [t,£ + 5] N F* = () and
[t,t +n] N F~ is either empty or {z}. In any case,

wh(t) < é(t+n) —ot) <n+e<2e

which proves that w™(¢) = 0.

Conversely, suppose that t € X . Then clearly w*(t) > §*(t). Moreover, an argument
entirely similar to the one above shows that w*(t) < 67 (¢) 4+ 2¢ for any € > 0, hence
wh(t) = 6T (t) > 0. The results for X~ (and ¢ > 0) follow by symmetry.

(b) Since w* are determined by ¢, the same must be true of X* and 6%, by part (a). The
converse is an obvious consequence of the definition of grafting function in .

(c) Let ¢1,d0 be as in the statement and set X; = X;” UX;",i=0,1, and X = X, U qﬁal(Xl).
Then X is countable since both Xy and X; are countable and ¢ is injective. Moreover, if
(a,b) C (0,50) ~ X then

D1(Po(t)) = p1(t+co) =t+co+c1 (€ (a,d))

for some constants cg,c; > 0. In addition, ¢; o ¢ is increasing, as ¢; and ¢g are both
increasing. Thus, ¢1 o ¢ is a grafting function by (3.4/(e)).
For the second assertion, let € X~ and h > 0 be arbitrary. Then

¢1(do(z + 1)) — ¢1(do(w)) = Po(z + h) — do(w) > wi (@),
hence wt(x) > wy (z) > 0. Similarly, if * € X, then w™(x) > wy (z) > 0. Therefore, it
follows from part (a) that X € X* and 6 < &+. O

(38.6) Lemma. The grafting relation < is a partial order over L12(Q).

Proof. Suppose 7p,71 are as in , with 79 < 7 and 71 < 7. Let ¢g: [0,To] — [0,77] and
¢1:[0,T1] — [0,Tp] be the corresponding grafting functions. By (3.4](d)), the existence of such
functions implies that Ty, = Ty, which, in turn, implies that ¢o(t) = t = ¢1(¢) for all ¢. Hence
Ay, =A, o¢o=A,,, and it follows that yo = v;. This proves that < is antisymmetric.

Now suppose 70 < 71, 71 < 72 and let ¢;: [0,7;] — [0,T;+1] be the corresponding grafting
functions, i = 0,1. By (3.5(c)), ¢ = ¢1 o ¢y is also a grafting function. Furthermore,

Ayy =My 00 =(Ay,001) 00 = Ay 00

by hypothesis, so vy < 72, proving that < is transitive.
Finally, it is clear that < is reflexive. O

(8.7) Lemma. Let I' = (7s)se[ap), Vs € £12(Q), be a chain of grafts. Then there exists a unique
extension of T to a chain of grafts on [a,b].

Proof. For sg < s1 € [a,b], let ¢gy.5,: [0,50] — [0,s1] be the grafting function corresponding to
Yso = Vs, and similarly for XE | 6F wE

0,817 780,517 77S0,51°

Suppose sg < 51 < s3. By hypothesis, ¢s,.s, = ¢s, .5, © Ps,,s,- Therefore, by ([3.5](c)),
(4) Xt cxt and 6% <o (so < 51 < s2).

50,51 50,52 80,81 — 7S0,52

Fix sg € [a,b) and set
X+ U X* and 6% sup {5i }

S0,b = 50,8 S0,b = 50,8
so<s<b so<s<b

Since (X;E,S) is an increasing family of countable sets, Xsl; , must also be countable. Define

$so.b: [0,80] — [0, 5] by
Psob(t) =t + Z 5;:,17(95) + Z 55_0,17(37)-

z<t, ”EX:O,b e<t,e€X]
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Then ¢, 5 is a grafting function for any sy by construction, and for sy < s; we have
(bso,b = lim ¢so,s = lim d’sl,s o sto,sl = stl,b o ¢so,sl-
s—b— s—b—
Before defining the curve 7, we construct its logarithmic derivative A. For each s < b, let

Es = ¢s,b([07s])7 E= U Es~

s<b
Then p(Es) = s for all s, hence [0,b] . E has measure zero, which implies that F is measurable
and p(E) = b. (Here p denotes Lebesgue measure.) For u € E, u = ¢, (t) for some ¢t € [0, s] and
s € [a,b), set
() A(u) = Agsp(t) = As(t) (v € E),

where A, denotes the logarithmic derivative of vs. Observe that A is well-defined, for if ¢, (t0) =
u = ¢, p(t1), with s¢o < s1, then

d’sl,b(tl) = ¢so,b(t0) = ¢sl,b o ¢so,s1 (tO)a

hence t; = ¢g, .5, (to) (because ¢g, 5, is increasing) and thus
Asl (tl) = Asl (¢So,51 (to)) = ASO (to).
Moreover, by (3.2),

0 —sin p(u) 0
A(u) = | sin p(u) 0 — cos p(u)
0 cos p(u) 0

where p(u) = ps,(t) if u = ¢ 5(t). The measurability of p follows from that of each ps. Thus, the
entries of A belong to L2[0, b] and the initial value problem d=>DA, ®(0) = I, has a unique solution
®: [0,b] - SO3. Naturally, we define 7, (t) = ®(t)e;.

Let X p = X:bUX;b and suppose that («, ) is one of the intervals which form (0, s) X, ;. Then
¢sp(a, B) C Es C [0,Db] is an interval of measure 5 —; we have A(t) = A;(t—c) for ¢ € ¢sp(c, ) and
a constant ¢ > 0, so that the restriction of v, to this interval is just vs|[c, 5] composed with a rotation
of S2. In particular, we deduce that the geodesic curvature & of =y, satisfies kK, < k < ko a.e. on
¢s(a, B). Since limg_,p, u(Es) = b, this argument shows that k1 < k < kg a.e. on [0,b]. We claim
also that ®(b) = Q. To see this, let Ay: [0,b] — so3 be the extension of A, by zero to all of [0,5]. If
®, is the solution to the initial value problem ®, = ® A, ®,(0) = I, we have ®4(b) = ®,(s) = Q.
Since A, converges to A in the L?-norm, it follows from continuous dependence on the parameters
of a differential equation that

() — Q| = lim [#(b) — B,(b)] =0.

The curve ~, satisfies 75 < 7 for any s < b by construction. Conversely, if this condition is
satisfied then must hold, showing that 7, is the unique curve with this property. This completes
the proof. |

Adding loops. This subsection presents adaptations of a few concepts and results contained in §5
of [I6]. Let ko € R, pg = arccot kg and @ € SOz be fixed throughout the discussion.
For arbitrary p1 € (0, po), define o”* to be the unique circle in £}>°(I) of radius of curvature p;:

o (t) = cos py(cos p1,0,sin p1) + sin py (sin py cos(27t), sin(2t), — cos py cos(27t)),

and let o' € £;1°°(I) be o' traversed n times; in symbols, o' (t) = o' (nt), t € [0,1]. As we have
seen in (2.4)), if p1, pa < po then ¢”* and o are homotopic within £>°(T).
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Now let v € £>°(Q), n € N, € > 0 be small and ty € (0,1). Let ylto#7] be the curve obtained
by inserting (a suitable rotation of) of' at (), as depicted in fig. [5} More explicitly,

~(t) ifo<t<ty—2e
v(2t — to + 2¢) iftg—2e<t<ty—ce
yltottnl () = @ (t)ot (%) ifto—e<t<to+e
~v(2t — tg — 2¢) iftg+e<t<ty+2
~(t) iftg+2e<t<1
_,_._‘?7(’50)(751
y(to) y(to)

FIGURE 5. A curve v € £°°(Q) and the curve y[%#" obtained from 7 by adding
loops at y(to)-

The precise values of € and p; are not important, in the sense that different values of both
parameters yield curves that are homotopic. For tqg # t; € (0,1) and ng,n1 € N, the curve
('y[to#"o])[tl#m] will be denoted by lto#noiti#nal,

We shall now explain how to spread loops along a curve, as in fig. [} to do this, a special
parametrization is necessary. Given v € £72(Q), let A, = (®,)"'d,: [0,1] — soz denote its
logarithmic derivative. Since the entries of A, are L? functions and [0, 1] is bounded,

(6) M= /O1 AL ()] dt < +oc.

Define a function 7: [0,1] — [0, 1] by

w0 = 37 | &)

Then 7 is a monotone increasing function, hence it admits an inverse. If we reparametrize v by
T+ v(t(7)), 7 € [0,1], then its logarithmic derivative with respect to 7 satisfies

. . M
4 7)) = K (1) = 4 4] iy = M
Therefore, using , we may assume at the outset that all curves v € £72(Q) are parametrized
so that |®,| = |A,| is constant (and finite). With this assumption in force, let n € N, p; € (0,7)
and define a map F,: £L12(Q) — £12°(Q) by:

(7) Fo()(t) = &,()of! () (v € £T(Q), t € [0,1]).

v v
FIGURE 6. A curve v € £}°°(Q) and a “phone wire” approximation F,(7).
Using that <i>aY = &, A, (where " denotes differentiation with respect to t), we find that
8) Fu(y) = &y (Mol +601),

and this allows us to conclude that ®p (,)(0) = ®,(0) and @5, ()(1) = ®,(1) for any admissible
curve 7, so that F,, does indeed map £12°(Q) to itself. Moreover, F,(7) is never homotopic to

TThe parameter 7 is a multiple of the curvature parameter considered in 1)
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F,.(v) when m # n (mod 2). This is because the two curves have different final lifted frames:
B () (1) = (—1)" ™Dy ) (1) i S°.

(3.8) Lemma. Let kg = cot pg € R, Q € SO3, p1 € (0,p0), K be compact and f: K — L1T2(Q) be

continuous. Then the image of F,, o f is contained in Li(;’o(Q) for all sufficiently large n.

Proof. In order to simplify the notation, we will prove the lemma when K consists of a single point.
The proof still works in the more general case because all that we need is a uniform bound on [A ()|

for a € K. Denoting of" simply by o, we may rewrite as:
o) F3)(t) = n®, (0 (6(nt) + O(L)) (¢ € [0,1]),
where O(+) denotes a term such that n |O(%)| is uniformly bounded over [0, 1] as n ranges over all

of N. (In this case, n ‘O(%)| = |A,(t)] = M for all t € [0,1], with M as in (6).) Therefore,
Fn(7) (t) _ aln O'(’I’Lt) 1
(10) F0)0) x I = 0,) () 00 ) + 003,

Let ®p () (resp. ®,) denote the frame of F,(7) (resp. o) and A, () (resp. Ay) its logarithmic
derivative. It follows from , @ and that

(I)Fn(’y) (t) = ‘1)7(25)‘1)0(7%) + O(%)
Differentiating both sides of this equality, we obtain that
@Fn(w) (t) = <i>v(t)(l>,,(nt) + nCDW(t)fbg(nt) +0(1) = n(@v(t)fbg(nt) + O(%))
Multiplying on the left by the inverse of ®r, (), we finally conclude that

(11) Ap, () =n(As(nt) + O(3)).
Recall that, by the definition of logarithmic derivative (eq. , §1),
0 HRGL0 0 bl 0
(12) Ap, = | (] 0 —E(Mlkp, ) | and Ao ={6] 0 —lo|s1 ],
0 |En (VK E, (v) 0 0 6|k 0

where kg, (4) (resp. k1 = cot p1) denotes the geodesic curvature of F,(7) (resp. ). Comparing the
(3,2)-entries of and , and using @D, we deduce that

(16| + 0()rp.n (1) = n(l6(nt)] k1 + O(3)).

Therefore lim, o K5, (y) = K1 > Ko uniformly over [0, 1], as required. O

(3.9) Lemma. Let v € £:°(Q), to € (0,1). Then ylo# ~ F,(y) within £1°(Q) for all suffi-
ciently large n € N.

Proof. Informally, the homotopy is obtained by pushing the loops in F,,(v) towards v(to). If n is
large enough, then we can guarantee that the curvature remains greater than kg throughout the
deformation; the proof is similar to that of , so we will omit it. See lemma 5.4 in [16] for the
details when kg = 0. O

The next result states that after we add enough loops to a curve, it becomes so flexible that any
condition on the curvature may be safely forgotten. This is yet another instance of the “phone wire”
construction already present in [7], [5] and [10]; we refer the reader to [12] for a thorough discussion
of this kind of construction in terms of the h-principle.

(3.10) Lemma. Let 79,71 € £5°°(Q) be two curves in the same component of I(Q) = £X3(Q).
Then Fy,(v0) and F,, (1) lie in the same component of £1°(Q) for all sufficiently large n € N.

Proof. Let 7o, 71 be two curves in the same component of £1°°(Q). Taking K = [0,1] and h: K —
L£12°(Q) to be a path joining v and v;, we conclude from 1) that g = F, oh is a path in £1°(Q)
joining both curves if n is sufficiently large. O
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Thus, if we can find a way to deform ~; into Fy,(v;) for large n, i = 0,1, then the question of
deciding whether v9 and v; are homotopic reduces to the easy verification of whether their final
lifted frames ®.,,(1) and (i)w (1) agree. One way to deform « into Fy, () is to graft arbitrarily long
arcs of circles onto it; this is possible if v diffuse (see fig. [7| below).

Grafting non-condensed curves.

(3.11) Proposition. Let kg € R and suppose that v € L:O"o is diffuse. Then -y is homotopic to a
circle traversed a number of times.

Proof. Let v: [0,7] — S? be parametrized by curvature and let A: [0,T] — so3 be its (lifted)
logarithmic derivative. Since + is diffuse, we can find 0 < ¢; < t3 < T and p1, p2 € [0, po] such that
C,(t1, p1) = —C,(t2, p2). By deforming 7 in a neighborhood of v(t2) if necessary, we can actually
assume that p1, pa € (0, 0). Set z; = ®(t;),

Xi = Cy(ti, pi) = cosp;y(t;) +sinp;n(t;) and A =cosp;i+sinp;k (i =1,2).
Identifying S? with the unit imaginary quaternions, we have

We will define a family of curves s — 5, s > 0, as follows: First, let As: [0,T + 2s] — so03 be given
by:

A(t) if 0<t<t

I\ if t<t<t+s
As(t) =S At —s)  if t1+s<t<ty+s

X if to+s<t<ty+2s

At—2s) if ta+2s<t<T+2s

Next, let A; € so3 correspond to A, € 503 and define ®, to be the unique solution to the initial
value problem ®4(0) = I, P, = B A,. Finally, set v, = ®g5e;. Geometrically, when s = 27k,
is obtained from v by grafting a circle of radius p; traversed k times at v(¢1) and another circle of
radius py traversed k times at y(t2) (see fig. [7). We claim that ~, € £°°(I) for all s > 0.

Indeed, we have

D(t) if 0<t<tp
zrexp (3 (t—t1)) if ty<t<ti+s
D (t) = { exp (X5)B(t — 5) if t14+s<t<ty+s

5s)
exp (%s)zg exp (%(t —ty — 5)) if to4+s5<t<ty+2s
Xis) exp (X25)®(t — 2s) if to4+2s <t <T+2s
where we have used to write
(21 exp (%)) (zflé(t — s)) = exp (%)é(t —3),

which yields the expression for ®(t) when t € [t1,t; 4 s], and similarly for the interval [ty +2s, T +2s].
In particular, we deduce that the final lifted frame is:

D, (T + 25) = exp (3%1) exp (%)é(T) = ®(T),

as y2 = —x1 by hypothesis. This proves that each «, has the correct final frame. The curvature x*®
of 75 clearly satisfies k° > kg almost everywhere in [0, 1] U [t1 + s, ta + s] U [t2 + 25, T + 25|, because,
by construction, the restriction of v, to each of these intervals is the composition of a rotation of
S? with an arc of 7. Moreover, the restriction of «, to the interval [t1,t; + s] is an arc of circle of
radius of curvature p; < pp; similarly, the restriction of 4 to [ta + s,t2 + 2s] is an arc of circle of
radius of curvature ps < pg. Therefore k° > kg almost everywhere on [0,7 + 2s], and we conclude
that v, € £1>°(I).

We have thus proved that « is homotopic to yllo#nt1#n] for all n € N when v is diffuse. The
proposition now follows from and combined. O
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Ys(ta + 2s)
S S

Vs(ta + 5)

FIGURE 7. Grafting arcs of circles onto a diffuse curve, as described in (3.11]).

The next result says that we can still graft small arcs of circle onto v even when it is not diffuse,
as long as it is also not condensed.

(3.12) Proposition. Suppose that v € L}>°(I) is non-condensed. Then there exist € > 0 and a
chain of grafts (vs) such that vo =7, vs € LI2°(I) and tot(vs) = tot(y) + s for all s € [0,¢).

Proof. (In this proof the identification of S? with the set of unit imaginary quaternions used in
is still in force.) Let y: [0,7] — S? be parametrized by curvature and let A: [0,T] — sos
be its (lifted) logarithmic derivative. Since v is not condensed, 0 lies in the interior of the convex
closure of the image C of C, by . Hence, by , we can find a 3-dimensional simplex with
vertices in C containing 0 in its interior. In symbols, we can find 0 < t; < to < t3 < t4 < T and
S1, 82,583,584 > 0, s1 + So + s3 + s4 = 1, such that

(14) 0= s1x1 + s2x2 + 83X3 + S4X4,

where x; = C,(t;, pi), for some p; € (0, po), and the x; are in general position. Furthermore, these
numbers s; are the only ones which have these properties (for this choice of the y;). Define a function

G: R* = S3 by
<02X2)ex (03X3)ex (U4X4)
PL PL P\ )

70 o

G(01a02a03704) :eXp( )

Then G(0,0,0,0) =1 and
1
DG 9,0,0,0)(a,b,c,d) = B (ax1 + bxa + cxs + dxa).

Since the x; are in general position by hypothesis, we can invoke the implicit function theorem to
find some § > 0 and, without loss of generality, functions g9,53,54: (—9,9) — R of o1 such that

G(O’l,5’2(01),53(0’1),5’4(0’1)) =1 (01 c (*5,(5))

Differentiating the previous equality with respect to o at 0 and comparing we deduce that

5(0) = - >0 (i=23,4).
O =2 >0 (1=2.3.4)

Let s(o1) = o1 + d2(01) + d3(01) + G4(01). Then s'(01) > 0, hence we can write o1, o2, o3 and
o4 as a function of s in a neighborhood of 0. The conclusion is thus that there exist € > 0 and
non-negative functions o1, 09,03, 04 of s such that o1(s) + o2(s) + 03(s) + 04(s) = s and

exp (01X1> exp (UQXQ) exp (03X3) exp
2 2 2

We will now use these functions to obtain vy, s € [0, +¢).

<U4X4

: ) =1 forallse[0,+e).
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Define A,: [0,T + s] — so3 by:

A(t) if 0<t<t
i if 1 <t<ti+o
At — o) if t14+o0<t<ty+oy
%)\2 it toto1 <t<ty+o01+02
As(@)=CA(t — o1 —02) if todtor+or<t<ts3+o1+09
%)\3 if tg34+o01+09<t<t3+01+02+03
A(t—Ul—Ug—Ug) if tg+o1+ogtoz3<t<ty+o,+oy+o03
%)\4 if tator+ort+o3<t<ty+s
At —s) if ty+s<t<T+s

where o; = 0;(s) (i = 1,2,3,4) are the functions obtained above. Let ®,: [0, + s] — S® be the
solution to the initial value problem ® = ®A, ®(0) = 1 and let ®: [0,7+s] — SO3 be its projection.
Then using the relation x; = z;\;z; ! one finds by a verification entirely similar to the one in the

proof of (3.11]) that

éS(T +5) = exp (012X1) exp (02;2) exp (032)(3) exp <U42X4)(I>(~T) = <i>(T)
Hence, each s = ®,e; has the correct final frame. In addition, over each of the subintervals of
[0, T + s] listed above, 75 is either the composition of a rotation of S with an arc of 7, or an arc of
circle of radius p; € (0,p0) (i = 1,2,3,4). We conclude from this that the geodesic curvature x* of
7, satisfies k® > ko almost everywhere on [0,T + s], that is, v, € £;1°°(I) as we wished. Finally,

tot(ys) =T + s = tot(y) + s

because 7, is parametrized by curvature (see (3.2))), and (vs) is a chain of grafts by construction. O

4. CONDENSED CURVES

Rotation number of a condensed curve. The rotation number N(n) of a regular closed plane
curve n: [0,1] — R? is simply the degree of its unit tangent vector t: S — S (we may consider ~y
and t to be defined on S! since v is closed). Suppose now that 7: [0, L] — R? is parametrized by
arc-length, and write

(1) t(s) = exp(if(s)),

for some angle-function #: [0, L] — R. Then the curvature  of 7 is given by

(2) k(s) =0'(s);

furthermore, the rotation number N(n) of n is given by 2aN(n) = 6(L) — 6(0). These facts are
explained in any textbook on differential geometry. The Whitney-Graustein theorem ([22], thm. 1)
states that two regular closed plane curves are homotopic through regular closed curves if and only
if they have the same rotation number.

Now suppose v € Liooo has image contained in some closed hemisphere. Let h., be the barycenter,
on S2, of the set of closed hemispheres which contain Im(y) (cf. ), and let pr: S — R? denote
stereographic projection from —h.. Define the rotation number v(y) of v by v(y) = —N(n), where
n = proy. Recall that a curve v € Ljooo is called condensed if the image C of its caustic band
C,:10,1] x [0, p9] — S? is contained in some closed hemisphere. Because C,(t,0) = v(t), any
condensed curve is contained in a closed hemisphere, hence we may speak of its rotation number.

Remark. We orient the plane on which the sphere is projected by pr as follows: A basis {vy,ve}
of this plane is positively oriented if and only if {vi,vs, —h,} is a positively oriented basis of R3.
This corresponds to looking at the plane from —h., (as is usual with the stereographic projection).
The sign in v(y) = —N(provy) is introduced to guarantee that a condensed circle traversed v times
(v > 1) has rotation number v. In fact, the rotation number is always positive.

(4.1) Lemma. Let ko € R and let y € L1 be a condensed curve. Then v(y) > 1.
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Proof. Let v € Liooo be condensed, with
Im(C,) C H={peS*: (p,h) >0}

and let §(t) = B, (t, po — m) be the other boundary curve of B.,. If 4(ty) € Int H for some t, € [0, 1]
then, by convexity, H must also contain the geodesic segment

By ({to} x [r = po,0])
joining (o) to 4(to). Further, C.,({to} x [0, po]) C H by hypothesis, hence H contains a geodesic
of length 7, and at least one of its enpoints (viz., 4 (o)) lies in Int H. This contradicts the fact that
H has diameter m. We conclude that Im(§) C —H. (See fig. [§])

We lose no generality in assuming that h = ez and that v is C! (the latter may be achieved
by reparametrizing v by arc-length). Let o: R — S? be the standard parametrization of OH,
o(r) = (cos(2n7),sin(277),0). Because (t) € H, while 4(t) € —H for each ¢t € [0,1], there
exists 0(t) € [0, po] such that B, (t,0(t)) € OH, that is, By(t,0(t)) = o(r(t)). This 6 is unique
because B, (t,-) intersects O0H transversally for all ¢ (otherwise 4(¢) would be orthogonal to dH, and
Im(vy) ¢ H). In addition, both § and 7 are C* functions by the implicit function theorem. We claim
that 7 > 0 over [0, 1].

For ¢ € [0, po], let t, (resp. n,) denote the unit tangent (resp. normal) vector to v,. Then
ng ;) (t) is the unit tangent vector to the curve u — B, (t,u) at u = 0(t). Since B,(t,0) = v(t) € H
and B, (t,po — m) = 4(t) € —H, with at least one of them lying off 0H, we have <n9(t)(t), 63> >0
for any t € [0,1]. From

(o) (6) = 1oy (1) X o(0) (1) = mogey (£) x o(7(t) and M = 3 % o (r(1)),

we deduce that

(toer) (1), 6 (7 (1)) = |o(T(£))| (no(r) (1), €3) > 0
(where &(7(t)) denotes the derivative of o with respect to 7, at 7(t)). Moreover, t, = to for any
© € [0,po — 7] (as seen in eq. (12]) in §1). Hence,

(t,(t),0(7(t))) >0 for each ¢ € [0,p9 — 7], t € [0,1].

This implies that 7/(¢t) > 0, as claimed.

Let pr denote stereographic projection from —h = —ez and let F': [0,1] x [0,1] — S? be given
by F(s,t) = B,(t,s0(t)). Then F is a regular homotopy between y and the geodesic circle o
traversed a certain number v > 1 of times, in the direction indicated in fig. |8| and determined by
the parametrization we have chosen. Therefore pr oy and pr oo are regularly homotopic as well, and
v(y) = —=N(proy) = —N(proo) = v as we wished to show. O

FIGURE 8.

Remark. It is natural to ask why this notion of rotation number is not extended to a larger class of
curves. If 4 is any admissible curve then by parametrizing it by arc-length (so that it becomes C')
and applying Sard’s theorem, we deduce that there exists some point p € S? not in the image of
~v. We could use stereographic projection from p to define the rotation number of y. The trouble
is that it is not clear how p can be chosen so that the resulting number is continuous (i.e., locally
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constant) on Ljooo: A different choice of p yields a different rotation number (although its parity
remains the same). In fact, the class of spherical curves for which a meaningful notion of rotation
number exists must be restricted, since it is always possible to deform a circle traversed v times into
a circle traversed v + 2 times in L:‘O‘x’ if v is sufficiently large.

Condensed curves in L;;;’O for ko > 0.

(4.2) Proposition. Let A be a connected compact space, ko > 0 and f: A — L1>°(I) be such that
f(a) is condensed for all a € A. Then there exists v > 1 such that f is homotopic in L}>°(I) to the
constant map a — o, 0, a circle traversed v times.

The idea of the proof is to use Mébius transformations to make the curves 1, = f(a) so small that
they become approximately plane curves. The hypothesis that the curves are condensed guarantees
that the geodesic curvature does not decrease during the deformation. A slight variation of the
Whitney-Graustein theorem is then used to deform the curves to a circle traversed v times, where v
is the common rotation number of the curves.

We will also need the following technical result, which is a corollary of the proof of .

(4.3) Corollary. Let kg > 0 and v € L™ be a condensed curve. Then there exists a homotopy
5=y, € L1 (s €[0,1]) such that v1 = v, v is a parametrized circle and Im(C,,) is contained in
an open hemisphere for each s € [0,1).

on S2E| Let —oco < k1 < k2 < 400. A (K1, K2)-admissible plane curve is an element (c, z,0,w) of
R? x S x L?[0,1] x L?[0,1]. With such a 4-tuple we associate the unique curve ~: [0,1] — R?
satisfying

We start by defining spaces of closed curves in R? which are analogous to the spaces L2 of curves

~y(t) = c+/0 v(T)t(r)dr, t(0) =2z, t'(t)=w(t)it(t) (te€]0,1]),

where v and w are given by eq. @ on p.[7land i = (0,1) is the imaginary unit. The space of all
(K1, k2)-admissible plane curves is thus given the structure of a Hilbert manifold, and we define W2
to be its subspace consisting of all closed curves.

Although + is defined only almost everywhere for a curve v € Wg2, its unit tangent vector t is
defined over all of [0, 1], and if we parametrize v by a multiple of arc-length instead, then % is defined
and nonzero everywhere. More importantly, since t is (absolutely) continuous, we may speak of the

rotation number of « and ([2]) still holds a.e..

(4.4) Lemma. Let A be compact and connected, kg > 0 and A — W a — 1,4, be a continuous

Ko
map. Then there exists a homotopy [0,1] x A — W[, (s,a) — 13, such that nY =mn, and

ni(t) =on(t+ts) forallac A, te[0,1],

where on(t) = Roexp(2miNt) is a circle traversed N > 0 times. In addition, if the image of 1, is
contained in some ball B(0; R) for all a € A, then we can arrange that 1 have the same property
for all s € 10,1] and a € A.

Thus, given a family of curves in Wﬁo‘x’ indexed by a compact connected set, we may deform all
of them to the same parametrized circle oy, except for the starting point of the parametrization.

Proof. Since A is connected, all the curves 7, have the same rotation number N. Moreover, N > 0
because of and the fact that kg > 0.
For n € W{>, let z, = t,(0), where t, is the unit tangent vector to 5. The homotopy g: [0,1] x

A — WiE>° by translations,

9(s,a)(t) = na(t) — s(izy, + 1a(0)) (s, t €]0,1], a € A),
preserves the curvature and, for any a € A, g(1,a) has the property that it starts at some z € S!

in the direction iz. Thus, we may assume without loss of generality that the original curves 7, have
this property.

TThese spaces of plane curves will only be considered in this section.
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Let po = %0, L(n,) denote the length of n,, Lo = mingc 4 {L(n,)} and let Ry > 0 satisfy

(3) R1<min{27€—(])\[,po}

Define f: [0,1] x A — W;>° to be the homotopy given by

Fs.)t) = nu(0) + (1= 9+ 225 () = m(0) (1€ [0.1], a € A).

Then f(1,a) has length L = 27 NR; for all a € A. In addition, the curvature of f(s,a) is bounded
from below by kg for all s € [0, 1], a € A and almost every ¢ € [0, 1], as an easy calculation using
shows.

The conclusion is that we lose no generality in assuming that the curves 7, all have the same
length L = 20e NR;. Further, by , we can assume that they are all parametrized by a multiple
of arc-length. This implies that 7, takes values on the circle LS! of radius L. Using angle-functions
0, with 6,(0) =0 and 6,(1) = 27N, we can write:

Na(t) = Lzq exp (i04(t)) (t €1[0,1]),
where z, = t,,,(0). Let §(t) = 2nNt, t € [0, 1], and define
05(t) = (1 — 5)0,(t) + s0(¢), T3(t) = Lzg exp(i03(t)) (s, t €[0,1], a € A).

Then 02(0) = 0 and 05(1) = 27N for all s € [0,1], a € A. The idea is that 72 should be the tangent
vector to a curve; the problem is that this curve need not be closed. We can fix this by defining
instead

T2(t) = T2(t) —/0 72(v) dv, o (t) = —iz, +/() 72 (v) dv.

The conditions fol 75(t) dt = 0 and 75(0) = 75(1) then guarantee that 72 is a closed curve. Because
98

5(1) = 27N and N > 0, 75 must traverse all of LS!, so that fol 72 (v) dv lies in the interior of the
disk bounded by this circle for any s € [0,1], a € A. Consequently, 75(¢) never vanishes. Moreover,

nY=n, and ni(t) = —iz,, exp(2rNit) for all a € A.

Finally, 2 has positive curvature for all s € [0,1] and a € A. Although it is easier to see this
using a geometrical argument, the following computation suffices: The curvature ] of 7. is given
by

et (75 75 20s 1
_ det (:8(2)7|3a(t)) _ ﬁj(;)(tg [1 — det (/0 exp(i0; (v)) dv, ieXP(iei(t))ﬂ'

Because 2 = (1— )0, + s is monotone increasing (recall that §/, = k, > Ko > 0 a.e. by hypothesis),
the map t — exp(i02(t)) runs over all of S! for any s and a. As a consequence, the integral above
has norm strictly less than 1, hence so does the determinant. In fact, since A is compact, we can
find a constant C' > 0, independent of a and s, such that

Fa(t)

kg > Cro.

For A > 0 and an admissible plane curve v, the curve Ay has curvature given by ¥, where « is the
curvature of v. Again using compactness of A, we may find a smooth function A: [0,1] — (0,1]
such that A\(0) = 1 and A(s) is as small as necessary for s € (0, 1] to guarantee that 2 > ko for all
s €[0,1] and a € A if we replace n? with A(s)ns. In addition, we can choose A so that the image of
A(s)ns is contained in the ball B (0) if this is the case for each 7,. This establishes the lemma with
Ro = A(1). O

The next result states that the geodesic curvature of a curve ~: [0,1] — S? and the curvature of
the plane curve obtained by projecting v orthogonally on TPS2 are roughly the same, as long as the
curve is contained in a small neighborhood of p.

t1f ko = 0 then we adopt the convention that pg = +oo.
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(4.5) Lemma. Let ko < k1 < ka and p € S? be given. Identifying T]gS2 with R2, with p corre-
sponding to the origin, let P: S? — R? be the orthogonal projection. Then there exists € > 0 such
that:

(a) If v € L} satisfies d(y(t),p) < e for allt € [0,1], then n= P o~y e W[>.

(b) If n € Wt satisfies |n(t)| < e for all t € [0,1], then y = P~'on e L.

In part (a), d denotes the distance function on S? and the transformation P! in part (b) is to
be understood as the inverse of P when restricted to the hemisphere {q €S?%: (¢q,p) > O}.

Proof. The proof is straightforward and will be omitted. See [23], (6.4). |

(4.6) Lemma. Let h € S%?, H = {q € S?: (¢q,h) > 0}, let pr: S? — R? denote stereographic
projection from —h. Let kg > 0 and v € Liooo be such that Im(C,) C H. Define T,: S* — S? to be
the Mdbius transformation (dilatation) given by

T.(p) = pr_l (T pr(p)) (re(0,1], pe SQ)'

Then, given k1 > kg, there exists rog > 0, depending only on kg and k1, such that the geodesic
curvature k" of T,-(7y) satisfies kK" > k1 a.e. for any r € (0,79).

Proof. Suppose that v € L,‘g’" is parametrized by its arc-length and let o be a parametrization, also
by arc-length, of an arc of the osculating circle to v at v(sg), i.e., let o satisfy:

o(so) =7(s0),  d'(s0) =7'(s0), " (50) =" (s0)-

(It makes sense to speak of 4 (as an L? map) because 7/ = t is H' by hypothesis.) Then T o o has
contact of order 3 with T;.0y at s, hence their geodesic curvatures at the corresponding point agree.
Therefore, it suffices to prove the result for a circle ¥ whose center y lies in Int H. Let p; = arccot &,
t = 0,1, and p be the radius of curvature of ¥, p < pg < 5. If d denotes the distance function on
S?, then X C By(h;  + po) (where the latter denotes the set of ¢ € S such that d(h,q) < I + po).
Choose ry such that

T, (Ba(h; 5 + po)) C Ba(h; p1) for all r € (0,79);

such an rg exists because By (h; 7+ po) is a distance 3 — po > 0 away from —h. Then T,.(X) is a
circle, for a Mobius transformation such as T, maps circles to circles, and its diameter is at most
2p1. Thus, its geodesic curvature must be greater than k,. Moreover, it is clear that the choice of

ro does not depend on h or on X, only on py and p;. O

Proof of . Let -, denote f(a) and let h, be the barycenter of the set of closed hemispheres
which contain Im(C,, ); by (2.10), the map h: A — S? so defined is continuous.

Let pr, denote stereographic projection S? — R? from —h,, so that h, is projected to the origin,
and define a family 77: S? — S? of Mobius transformations by:

T:(q) =pr, ' (spra(q))  (¢€8? s€(0,1], ac A).

Set g = T3 Ya-

Assume first that kg > 0. From it follows that we can choose § > 0 so small that the
geodesic curvature of 72 is greater than xg -+ 2 a.e. for any a € A. Now choose € > 0 as in , with
K1 = Ko+ 1, ko = Ko +2. By reducing ¢ if necessary, we can guarantee that the curves 4 have image
contained in By(hg;¢), for each a. Let 1, be the orthogonal projection of 4% onto T},,S?. We are
then in the setting of . The conclusion is that we can deform all 5, to a single circle o,,, modulo
the starting point of the parametrization, in such a way that the curves have image contained in
B(0;¢) and curvature greater than kg + 1 throughout the deformation. By again, when we
project this homotopy back to S2, the geodesic curvature of the curves is always greater than xg.

To sum up, we have described a homotopy H: [0,1] x A — S? such that H(0,a) = v, and H(1,a)
is a circle traversed v times for all a € A; further, the geodesic curvature k2 of H(s,a) satisfies
Ki(t) > ko for each s € [0,1] and almost every ¢ € [0,1]. These curves H(a,s) do not satisfy

a

®(0) =1 = P(1), but we can correct this by setting

H(S, a) = (I’H(a,s) (O)ilH(a’ 3)
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and using H instead; this has no effect on the geodesic curvature and finishes the proof that f is
null-homotopic, since H(1,a) is the same parametrized circle for all a.
We shall now indicate how to modify the proof when ko = 0. With the notation as above, let

do = sup {d(Cos(t,0), ha) = t €[0,1], 6 € [0, p0), a € A}.

Then dy < 7 for all a € A because A is compact and Im(C.s) is contained in the open hemisphere
{qg€8?: (q,hy) >0} foralla € A, s € (0,1) (see the first part of the proof of below). Choose
dy with dy < dy < §. If ¥ is an osculating circle to some 79-5 we can assert that its center lies in
By (ha; dl), hence ¥ C Bd(ha; dy + g) This uniform estimate allows us to repeat the reasoning in
the proof of to find § > 0 such that the geodesic curvature of 4 is greater than g + 2 a.e. for

any a € A. The rest of the proof is the same as when k¢ > 0. |

We now provide a proof of (4.3]). This result will be used to show that a notion of rotation number
for non-diffuse curves, which will be introduced in the next section, coincides with the one presented
at the beginning of this section.

Proof of . Let h., be the barycenter on S? of the set of closed hemispheres which contain Im(C.,)
and, as in the proof of (4.2)), define vs = T oy, where

(4) T*(q) = pr~'(spr(q)) (q€S? s€(0,1))

and pr denotes stereographic projection from —h,. Let H = {p €S?: (p, hy) > 0}. We claim that
Im(C,,) C H for all s € (0,1). This follows from the following two assertions:

(i) If Im(C,,) C H, then there exists ¢ > 0 such that Im(C.,,) C H for all o € (s — ¢, s);
(ii) If Im(C,,) ¢ H, then there exists ¢ > 0 such that Im(C,, ) ¢ H for all o € (s,s +¢).

For any s, the boundary of Im(C,,) is contained in the union of the images of v, = C,,(-,0) and
%5 = C4, (-, po). Moreover, v has positive geodesic curvature by hypothesis, and a straightforward
calculation shows that ¥ also does (the details may be found in )

If Im(C,,,) C H then (i) is obviously true, since H is an open hemisphere; similarly, (ii) clearly
holds if Im(C.,,) ¢ H. Suppose then that Im(C,.) C H, but Im(C,,) ¢ H for some s > 0. This
means that there exists ¢y € [0,1] such that either 5 or J is tangent to OH at 7s(to) or ¥s(to),
respectively. In the first case, n, (to) = h,, and in the second n, (ty) = —h,. In either case,
C,, ({to} x [0, po)) is an arc of the geodesic through ~v4(to) and h,. Such geodesics through h,
are mapped to lines through the origin by pr, hence implies that there exists € > 0 such that
C,(t,o) C H for any t € (tg —&,to+¢) and 0 € (s — ¢, ) and C,(to,0) ¢ H for any o € (s,s +¢).
Furthermore, since the geodesic curvatures of 7y, 4 are positive and 0H is a geodesic, the set of
to € [0, 1] where ~, ¥ are tangent to dH must be finite. This implies (i) and (ii).

Now let S = {s € (0,1) : Im(C,,) ¢ H}. Assume that S # 0 and let s = sup S. Applying (i) to
71 = 7 we conclude that there exists ¢ > 0 with SN (1 —¢,1) = . Hence, so < 1 and Im(C.,, ) ¢ H
by construction. An application of (ii) yields a contradiction. Thus, S = 0.

Let po = arccot kg and 7 = § — pg. Choosing § > 0 so that Im(ys) C Ba(h;7), and proceeding
as in the proof of ([4.2)), we can extend s s 7, (s € [4,1]) to all of [0, 1] so that 7o is a parametrized
circle and Im(vs) C Bg(h;7) for all s € [0,6] (where d denotes the distance function on S?). The
inequality d(n(t), Cy(t,0)) =6 < po, which holds for any n € ££>°, implies that

d(h., C(t,0)) < g for any ¢ € [0,1], 6 € [0, po] and s € [0, d].

Hence Im(C,,) C H for all s € [0,6]. The same inclusion for s € [4, 1) was established above, so the
proof is complete. O

(4.7) Corollary. Let Ky >0 and 1 <v € N.

(a) The subset O (resp. O,) of L}>°(I) consisting of all condensed curves (resp. all condensed
curves having rotation number v) is the closure of an open set.

(b) If y € O, and U C L°(I) is any open set containing vy, then ~y is homotopic to a smooth
curve within O, NU.
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Proof. Let 8 C O be the subset consisting of all curves v € £;°°(I) such that Im(C,) is contained
in an open hemisphere. Then § is open, because if the compact set C = Im(C,) is such that
{c,h) > 0 for some h € S? and all ¢ € C, then the same inequality holds for all ¢ € Im(C),) whenever
n € L1>°(I) is sufficiently close to v. Similarly, O is closed. For if v ¢ O, then, by (A.3) and ,
we can find a 3-dimensional simplex with vertices in Im(C.,) containing 0 € R? in its interior. If
n € L1>°(I) is sufficiently close to v then we can also find a simplex A, with vertices in Im(C})
such that 0 € Int A,,. It follows that § C O.

Let v € O. Define a family 7%: S? — S? of Mébius transformations by (@), where pr: §? — R?
denotes stereographic projection from —h., and h., is the barycenter of the set of closed hemispheres
which contain C' = Im(C,) (cf. (2.10)). Then v, =T* oy € § for all s € (0,1) by (4.3), establishing
the reverse inequality § D O. The proof of the assertion about O, is analogous and will be omitted.

To prove (b), let € > 0 be such that v = T* oy € U for all s € [1—¢,1]. Choose a path-connected
neighborhood V € 8 NU of 71, and, for s € [0,1 —¢], let 75 be a path in V joining a smooth curve
Yo t0 Y1—e. As each 5 is condensed (s € [0,1]), v(7s) is defined for all s; since it can only take on
integral values, it must be independent of s. Thus, s +— 5 (s € [0,1]) is the desired path. O

Condensed curves in Ljﬂ"o for kg < 0. The purpose of this subsection is to prove the following
analogue to (4.2]).

(4.8) Proposition. Let K be a connected compact space, o <0 and f: K — LF(I) be such that
f(p) is condensed for all p € K. Then there exists v > 1 such that f is homotopic in L>°(I) to the
constant map p — o, 0, a circle traversed v times.

Let 1 < v € N and let S2 denote the v-sheeted connected covering of S?\ {£point}, where we may
assume that the point is the north pole N. We will identify S* x (=%, %) with S2 < {£N} through
the homeomorphism h given by h(z,$) = (cos ¢ z,sin¢). This, in turn, yields an identification of

S? with S! x (=%, %), where S! is the v-sheeted connected covering space of St. We will prefer to

work with the space S}, x (=%, %) instead of S2, but its Riemannian metric is the one induced on
the latter space by S? through the covering map.
(4.9) Deﬁnition.ﬂ Let 0 < R < 5. An acceptable band A: [0,1] x [0,1] - S, x (-%,%) =82 isa
map given by
(5) A(t,u) = (exp(2mvit), (1 — w)f_(t) +ub(t)) (¢, uel0,1])
and satisfying the following conditions:

(i) 0+:[0,1] = (=%, %) are continuous, 0 <0, < Rand —R < 6_ <0.

(ii) Let 0A; (resp. OA_) denote the image of [0,1] x {1} (resp. [0,1] x {0}) under A. Then

d(p,0A_) > R and d(q,0A+) > R for every p € 9A,; and every q € 8A_H

The interior A of A is simply the interior of the image of A. The set of all acceptable bands (for
fixed R) will be denoted by A and furnished with the C° (uniform) topology. Finally, we denote by
G the subspace of A cousisting of all acceptable bands A such that d(p,0A_) = R = d(q,0A) for
any p € 0A; and g € 0A_. Such a band will be called good and R its width.

The motivation for this definition comes from the following lemma.

(4.10) Lemma. Let ko = cot pg < 0 and v € L™ be a condensed curve having rotation number v.
Then the image of the lift of the regular band B : [0,1] X [pg — 7,0] — S% of v to S? is the image of
a good band of width m — pg.

Recall that the rotation number v of v must be positive by (4.1)).

Proof. By hypothesis, the image of the caustic band (), is contained in a hemisphere, say,

H={peS*: (p,N)>0}.

TThese notions will only be used in this subsection.
fHere and in what follows, d denotes the distance function on S2 (or on S2).
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Let 4 be the other boundary curve of B, 4(t) = By(t,po — 7). Then 4(t) = —C4(t, po) € —H for
all t € [0,1]. Since d(v(t),¥(t)) = ™ —po < %, Im(y) C H and Im(¥) C —H, the image of the
regular band is actually contained in S x [pg — 7, 7™ — po] (Where we are identifying S \ {£N} with
$'x (-5.9))

Let By: [0,1] x [pg — m,0] — S be the lift of B, to S2 = S} x (—%,%). For each z € S},

v
let the meridian p. be the geodesic parametrized by p.(t) = (2,t), t € (=%,%). By what we

have just proved and the fact that v has rotation number v, we may define continuous functions
0+: S} — (—%,%) by the relations
1:(04(2)) € B (10,1] x {0}) and 1. (0-(2)) € By ([0,1] x {po — 7})-
Then the map A: [0,1] x [0,1] = S}, x (=%, %) = SZ given by
A(t,u) = (exp(2mvit), (1 —uw)f_(t) + ub;(t)) (¢, ue(0,1])

defines an acceptable band whose image coincides with that of By. Furthermore, the equality
d(y(t),4(t)) = m — po implies that d(p,0A+) <7 — po for any p € 0A;. We claim that A is a good
band of width 7 — pg. To see this, suppose n: [0,1] — S2 is a piecewise C'* curve joining dA_ to A
and write n(u) = B, (t(u),0(u)). Then the length is minimized when 6 is monotone and i(u) = 0
for all u € [0, 1], hence the minimal length is @ — pg; for the proof see the similar argument in [23],
(10.5). O

(4.11) Lemma. The space A is contractible.
Proof. Let A € A be given by and let s € [0, 1]. Define a family of acceptable bands A by
Ag(t,u) = (exp(2mrit), (1 —u)0® (t) + ud’(t)),
where
05(t) =(1—5)0,(t) +sR and 0% (t) = (1 —5)0_(t) —sR
Then the map A x [0,1] — A given by (A, s) — As is a contraction of A. O

(4.12) Lemma. The subspace G is a retract of A.
Proof. Let A € A be given by (). Define A' =Im(A), #1 =64 and
A? = {p € Al 1 d(p,0AY) < R+ %}

We will call a geodesic p, in S2 = S} x(—%, %) of the form {z} x (=%, %) a meridian, and parametrize
it by p.(t) = (2,t). We begin by establishing the following facts:

(a) Each meridian y, intersects A? at exactly two points p. (62 (z)) and . (62 (2)), with 62 >0
and 62 < 0. We define A% as the set of all 11, (6% (z)) for z € SL.
(b) 0A% = 9AL.
(c) p € OA% if and only if one of the following holds:
p€dAl and d(p,0AL)<R+3%, or
peA'  and d(p,0AL) = R+ 1.

(d) The boundary A% of A? is the disjoint union of 8142+ and 0A2 . Moreover,
1
R<d(p,0A?) <R+ and R <d(g,043%) < d(q,0A%)

for any p € 8Ai and q € 0A2.
(e) A?is the (image of) an acceptable band, and the functions in (1)) corresponding to A2
are 2. Moreover,

(6) 0<6% <min{R+3,01} and —R<6>=0" <0.
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The inclusion AL C S! x [~R, 0] implies, firstly, that
(7) A*N (S, x [-R,0]) = A' N (S, x [-R,0]),

as every point of A' N (S} x [~R,0]) lies at a distance less than or equal to R from AL . Secondly,
it implies that

t s d(p.(t),0AL)
is a monotone decreasing function of ¢ when ¢ > 0.

It follows from and the properties of A! that, for any 2z € S, there exists a unique 6% (z) €
[—R,0] such that p.(6%(z)) € OA?, unless p.(0) € OAL. In the latter case, d(u.(0),04L) = R,
62 (z) = —R and 6% (2) = 0. If p.(0) ¢ DAL, let 62 () > 0 be the smallest ¢ € (0, R] such that either
p=(t) € OAL or d(p.(t),0AL) = R+ L. Suppose p.(0%(z)) € OAY. Then p.(62(z)) € A? (because
it lies a distance < R+ 3 from 9AL), while p.(t) ¢ A' O A? for t > 6% (z). Thus, p.(63(2)) € DA%
If d(p.(0%(2)),0AL) = R+ 3, then again p. (6% (2)) € A% while p.(t) ¢ A% for t > 6%(z), since, for
such t, d(u-(t),0AL) > R+ 5 by the second consequence. Moreover, in both cases y.(t) does not
intersect OA? again for t > 0. This proves (a), (b), (c) and also establishes ().

Since

0A% = | p.noA?,
z€S]
(a) implies the first assertion of (d). In turn, (b) and (c¢) together immediately imply that

R < d(p,0A%) = d(p,0AL) < R+%

for any p € 9A%. That d(¢q,0A%) < d(q,0AL) for any g € DA% follows from the fact that 9A3 lies
below 8A1+, in the sense that any geodesic joining dA! to BAEr must first intersect a point of 8Ai.
Indeed, 6% (2) < 0%.(z) for any z € S}, as we have already seen in (6). Thus, (d) holds.

By construction,

A*={peSi=8, x(-%,%):p=(z0) for some 0 € [62 (2), 07 (2)]}.
Hence, A2 is the image of the acceptable band given by
(t,u) — (exp(2mvit), (1 —u)0? (t) + ub3(t)) (¢, u € [0,1]).

Using induction and the corresponding versions of items (a)—(e) (whose proofs are the same in
the general case), define

AL = {p e A" : d(p, 6A?_1)n) <R+ 2_"} (n € N).
Finally, let B = ﬂ:ﬁ A™. We claim that B is the image of a good band.

Given N € N and m,n > N, we have
|02 (z) — 01 (2)| < 27NF1 for any z € S.

by construction. Therefore, 0% \,0, and 0" 70_ for some functions 0 : S. — [-R, R], which are
continuous as the uniform limit of continuous functions. Moreover, B is the image of the map

(t,u) = (exp(2mvit), (1 — w)f_(t) +uby(t)) (¢ u < [0,1]),

again by construction. We claim that d(z,0B+) = R for any @ € 0B+. Suppose for a contradiction
that d(p,0B_) < R for some p € 9B, and let pq be a geodesic of length d(p, 0B_), with ¢ € 9B_.
Choose neighborhoods U 5 p and V' 3 ¢ such that d(z,y) < R for any € U, y € V. Since
p,q € OB, by choosing a sufficiently large n € N, we may find z € A"} NU and y € 9A™ NV with
d(z,y) < R, a contradiction. Similarly, if d(p,0B_) = R + ¢ for some ¢ > 0, choose neighborhoods
U >pand V > qsuch that d(z,y) > R+ § for any x € U and V > ¢q. Let N € N be so large that
2N < 5. Since p,q € 0B+, we may find some n > 2N and x € 0AT NU, y € A" N V. Then
dlz,y) > R+ 5 > R+ 2~V again a contradiction. The assumption that d(q, 0B, ) # R for some
q € OB_ also yields a contradiction. We conclude that B is a good band of width R.

If r: A — G is the map which associates to an acceptable band A the good band B obtained
by the process described above, then r(A) = A whenever A € G. In addition, we see by induction
that the map A — A" is continuous on A for every n € N. Given € > 0, we can arrange that
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[|[A" — A™|| 0 < € for any A € A by choosing m, n > N and a sufficiently large N € N. Hence,
r: A — G is a retraction. O

(4.13) Corollary. The space G is contractible.

Proof. This is an immediate consequence of (4.11)) and (4.12)). |

(4.14) Definition. Let B be a good band of width R. A track of B is a curve on S2 of length R
joining a point of 9B, to a point of 0B_.

In other words, a track is a length-minimizing geodesic joining dB+ to dB_; in particular, it is
a smooth curve. Also, if I'y, I's are tracks through p € 0B, and ¢ € 0B_ then I'y = I'g, since two
geodesics on S? intersect at a pair of antipodal points, and p and ¢ do not map to the same point
nor to a pair of antipodal points on S? under the covering map.

(4.15) Lemma. Let B be a good band. Then two tracks of B cannot intersect at a point lying in B.

Proof. Suppose for the sake of obtaining a contradiction that two tracks p;¢; and page, with p; € 9B,
and ¢; € 0B_, intersect at a point x € B (see fig. @) Then one of the following must occur (here ab
denotes the segment of the corresponding geodesic and also its length):

FIGURE 9.

(i) zq1 = zqo;
(il) zq1 > xqo;
(iil) zq1 < zqo.
If (i) holds, let p1, g2 be points on p;z and xgs, respectively, which lie in a normal neighborhood
of x. Then, by the triangle inequality,

R=piq = p1x+ 292 > p1p1 + p1@2 + 242
This contradicts the fact that B is a good band of width R.
If (ii) holds then R = p1q1 > p1x + 2ge. Again, this contradicts the fact that pq; is a path of
minimal length joining p; to dB_. Similarly, if (iii) holds then R = pags > pax + xq1, contradicting
the fact that paqo is a path of minimal length joining ps to 0B_. O

Remark. Note that this result may be false for an acceptable band. In the proof, we have implicitly
used the fact that if pq is a path of minimal length joining p € B to B_ then pq is also a path
of minimal length joining ¢ to 0B, and this is not necessarily true for an acceptable band.

(4.16) Lemma. Every point in the interior of a good band B lies in a unique track of B.

Proof. Let R be the width of B and let T' C Im(B) consist of all points which lie on some track of
B. Tt is clear from the definitions that 0By C T. We claim that a € T if and only if

(8) d(a,0By) +d(a,0B_) = R

The existence of a track through a implies that d(a,dBy) + d(a,0B_) < R. If the inequality were
strict, then there would exist a path of length less than R joining OB, to dB_, which is impossible.
Conversely, suppose holds, and let p € OB, ¢ € OB_ be the points of dB, (resp. dB_) which
are closest to a. Then the concatenation of the geodesics pa and aq is a path of length R joining
0B, to 0B_, i.e., a track. Hence, a € T'.
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FiGURE 10.

The characterization of T that we have established implies that the latter is a closed set. Now
suppose that x ¢ T, let V be the component of B\T containing z (see fig. where V' is depicted as a
gray open ball). Since T is closed, any point in 0V lies in 7'. Choose points a1, a2 € OV \(0B+UIB_)
such that the (unique) tracks p;q; through a; do not coincide, where p; € 9B and ¢; € 0B_
(i = 1,2). Such points a; exist because otherwise V = B , which is absurd since any point on a track
lies in T'. Because the tracks are distinct, at least one of p; # pa or q; # g2 must hold. Assume
without loss of generality that q; # ¢o, and let ¢ € dB_ be such that it is possible to join g to x in
Im(B) without crossing p1¢g1 nor pags. Let I’ be a track through g. Then I joins ¢ to 9B, but it
does not intersect p;q; nor paqs by . It follows that I' must contain points of V', a contradiction
which shows that 7' = Im(B). In other words, every point of Im(B) lies in a track of B; uniqueness
has already been established in . O

(4.17) Lemma. Let B be a good band of width R and let 0 < r < R. Then the set v, consisting
of all those points in B at distance r from OBy is (the image of) a closed admissible curve whose
radius of curvature p satisfies r < p < — R+ r almost everywhere.

Proof. For p € B, let I',: [0, R] — S2 denote the unique track through p, parametrized by arc-
length, with I',(0) € B_ and I'y(R) € dB,. Define vector fields n and t on B by letting n(p)
be the unit tangent vector to I', at p and t(p) = n(p) x p. We claim that the restriction of n
(and consequently that of t) to any compact subset K of B satisfies a Lipschitz condition. Let
do < min{d(K,0By), d(K,0B_)}, let ag,a; € K, with a; close to ag, and consider the (spherical)
triangle having I',,, T's,, apa; as sides and ag, ai, as as vertices (see fig. . The point as must lie
outside of B by . Let pg be the point where the geodesic segment agas intersects dBy. Then

apaz > appo = do.
Hence, by the law of sines (for spherical triangles) applied to Aagayas,

sin as sina; 1

sin(agay)  sin(agaz) ~ sindg’
Using parallel transport we may compare

Z(n(ao), nfa1)) ... ~
aoal apa;  sin(apay)

<ag sin a9

to obtain a Lipschitz condition satisfied by the former, but we omit the computations.
Now given p € B at distance r from 0By, 0 < r < R, let , be the integral curve through p of
the vector field t. Then ~, is parametrized by arc-length and its frame is given by

| | |
(I)%(t): 'Vr|(t) t('yr|(t)) n(%‘“(t))

by construction. If d(t) = d(y,(t), dB,) then d = 0, since t(y,.(t)) is orthogonal to the track through
v (t) for every t. Hence d is constant, equal to r, and ~, is a closed curve. Moreover, since t and n
satisfy a Lipschitz condition when restricted to the image of v,, we see that the entries of ®. are
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FIGURE 11.

absolutely continuous with bounded derivative. In particular, these derivatives belong to L2. We
conclude that ~, is admissible.

For r — R < 6 < r, the curve 7,_g is the translation of 7, by 6 (as defined on p.[11] eq. (§)) by
construction. Since ,._g is also regular, we deduce from @ in that the radius of curvature p
of v, satisfies

0<plt)y—0<m

for all ¢ at which p is defined and all 6 in (r — R, 7). Therefore, r < p <7 — R+ 7 a.e.. O
(4.18) Corollary. Let B be a good band of width R. Then the central curve Yr is an admissible
curve whose radius of curvature is restricted to [%, ™ — %] (|

Before finally presenting a proof of (4.8)), we extend the definition of the regular band of a curve
to any space L£}2.

(4.19) Definition. Let v € £}2. The (regular) band B, spanned by v is the map:
B,:[0,1] x [p1 — m, pa] = S*, B, (t,0) = cos@~(t) +sindn(t).
The statement and proof of (2.7 still hold, except for obvious modifications.

Proof of (4.8). By (1.10)), we may replace £,/°°(I) with C,>°(I), that is, we may assume that the
curves 7, = f(p) are of class C%. Let py = arccot o,

T —
(9) p1 = 2p07 K1 = cot p1

and let 0, be the translation of 7, by p1 (compare ) Then the radius of curvature p, of n,
satisfies p1 < p,, < m— p; for all p € K. Since p,, is continuous and K is compact, there exists
p1 € (p1, %) such that

p1<py, <m—p1 foralpekK.
In particular, the regular band of 7, may be extended from [0, 1] x [—p1, p1] to [0,1] x [—p1, p1], for
any p. Consider the space G of good bands of width R = 2p; and the corresponding space A O G of
acceptable bands.

Recall that K is connected by hypothesis, hence p — v(y,) is constant; let v be the common
rotation number of all the v,. Let Bg € § be the regular band, of width 251, of 1, (whose image
is the same as that of the regular band of v,), and let Bll) € G be the regular band of a geodesic
o of rotation number v, the latter being the central curve of the band. The combination of ,
and yields a homotopy (s,p) — n, from the map p — 172 = 1, to the constant map
P 7711J = o, where 7, is the central curve of a good band B, € §, s € [0,1], p € K. Moreover,
guarantees that the radius of curvature p,: of n; satisfies p1 < pys < 7 — py for each s € [0,1] and
p € K. Consequently,

p1 < pps <m—p1 foreachse0,1], pe€ K,

and it follows that (s,p) + 7, is a homotopy in Gf’;i from the map p — 7, to a constant map. If
we let v, be the translation of n, by —p1, then 'yg is the original curve v, = f(p) for each p, and
(s,p) — 7, is a homotopy in G:OOO from f to the constant map p — &, where & (the translation of o
by —p1) is a circle traversed v times.
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We have proved that f: K — Gﬁooo (I) is null-homotopic in (‘fjo"o. The latter space may be replaced
by C}o°(I) without altering the conclusion by the usual trick of substituting ;5 by @WE(O)*Ly;
(s€10,1], p € K). |

(4.20) Theorem E. Let kg € R, v > 1 and let O, C LL>°(I) be the subspace consisting of all
condensed curves having rotation number v. Then O, is (weakly) contractible.

Proof. This was established in (4.2)) for ko > 0 and in (4.8)) for ko < 0. |
Remark. For kg = —oo the only condensed curves in £} are geodesic circles (and so O, has only

one element). In any case, the topology of £ is well understood, and this is the main reason why
we always assume that kg € R.

5. NON-DIFFUSE CURVES

In this section we define a notion of rotation number for any non-diffuse curve in Lzooo and prove
a bound on the total curvature of such a curve which depends only on its rotation number and kg

(prop. (5.8)).

(5.1) Lemma. Suppose X is a connected, locally connected topological space and C # ) is a closed
connected subspace. Let | |, ; Ba be the decomposition of X ~\ C into connected components. Then:

(a) OB, C C foralla € J.
(b) For any Jo C J, the union C'UUgc;, Bs is also connected.

Proof. The proof is not difficult, and will be omitted. See [23], (7.1) for the details. O
We will also need the following well-known resultsﬂ

(5.2) Theorem. Let A C S? be a connected open set.

(a) A is simply-connected if and only if S2 . A is connected.

(b) If A is simply-connected and S?> . A # 0, then A is homeomorphic to an open disk.

(c) Let Sy C S? be disjoint and homeomorphic to S'. Then the closure of the region bounded by
S_ and S, is homeomorphic to S* x [—1,1]. |

(5.3) Lemma. Let UL C S? be homeomorphic to open disks, U_ UU, = S%. Then
U_.NU, ~8S*x (~1,1).
Proof. We first make two claims:
(a) Suppose C ~ S' x [~1,1] and h: 9C_ — S! x {—1} is a homeomorphism, where dC_ is
one of the boundary circles of C. Then h may be extended to a homeomorphism H: C —
St x [—1,1].
(b) Let M be a tower of cylinders, in the sense that:
(i) M; ~ S' x [-1,1] for each i € Z;
(i) M = U,cz M; and M has the weak topology determined by the M;;
(i) M; N M; =0 for j #i+1and M; N M1 = Sj = S;,1, where SijE are the boundary
circles of M;.
Then M ~ S! x (—1,1).
Claim (a) is obviously true if C' = S! x [-1,1]: Just set H(z,t) = (h(z),t). In the general case
let F: C — S x [~1,1] be a homeomorphism. Note that dC is well-defined as the inverse image
of St x {£1} (p € 9C if and only if U \ {p} is contractible whenever U is a sufficiently small
neighborhood of p). Hence OC consists of two topological circles, 9Cy = F~1(S! x {£1}). Let f =
Floc_ andlet g = hof~': S' — S!. As we have just seen, we can extend g to a self-homeomorphism
G of S' x [-1,1]. Now define H: C — S' x [-1,1] by H = Go F. Then H|pc. = go f = h, as
desired.

tPart (b) of 1i is an immediate corollary of the Riemann mapping theorem and part (c) is the 2-dimensional
case of the annulus theorem.
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To prove claim (b), let Hy: My — S* x [—%, %] be any homeomorphism. By applying (a) to My

and hyi = Hp| s We can extend Hy to a homeomorphism
Hy: MyU My, — St x {—gg}
and, inductively, to a homeomorphism

Hy: U M; — S' x [—1+%+2,1—%+2} (ke N).
i<k

Finally, let H: M — S! x (—1,1) be defined by H(p) = H;(p) if p € M;. Then H is bijective,

continuous and proper, so it is the desired homeomorphism.

Returning to the statement of the lemma, note first that Uy C Ux. Indeed, if p € U_N(S*\U4.)
then p ¢ U_ U U, = S?, hence no such p exists. Let hy: B(0;1) — Uy be homeomorphisms, and
define f1:[0,1) = R by

f(r) =sup {d(p,an) ip€E hi(rsl)},
where d denotes the distance on S2. We claim that lim,_,; fi(r) = 0. Observe first that fi is
strictly decreasing, for if ¢ € hy(r9S!), 7o < r, then any geodesic joining q to U intersects h(rS?).
Hence the limit exists; if it were positive, then Uy would be at a positive distance from 0Uy, which
is absurd.

Now choose n € N such that

fe(t) < %min {d(oU_,8*\Uy),d(0U,S*~U-)}

for any t > 1—%. Set

S; = h+((1 - L)sl) for i >0 and S; = h_((l - #)sl) for i < 0.

n-+1
Finally, let My be the region of U_ N U, bounded by S; and S_; and, for ¢ > 0 (resp. < 0), let M;
the region bounded by S; and S;; (resp. S;—1). Using (c)) we see that U_ NU, = JM; is a
tower of cylinders as in claim (b), and we conclude that U_ N Uy ~ S x (—1,1). O

We now return to spaces of curves.

. efinitions. For fixed kg € and 7y € , let enote the 1mage o an = —C.
5.4) Definiti For fixed R and Lﬁoool(}'d he i f Cy and D C

Assuming v non-diffuse (meaning that C N D = 0), let C (resp. i)) be the connected component of
S? \. D containing C' (resp. the component of S? \ C' containing D) and let B = C' N D.

FIGURE 12. A sketch of the sets defined in (5.4)) for a non-diffuse curve v € £},
The lightly shaded region is C' and the darkly shaded region is D = —C; both are
closed. The dotted region represents B, which is homeomorphic to S* x (—1,1) by

(5-5(c))-

(5.5) Lemma. Let the notation be as in (5.4)).

(a) C and D are at a positive distance from each other.



(b)

()
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B C S2~.(CUD) is open and consists of all p € S? such that: there exists a pathn: [—1,1] —
S? with

n(=1)eD, n1)eC, n0)=p and n(-1,1)CS*~ (CUD).
The set B is homeomorphic to S* x (—1,1).

Proof. The proof of each item will be given separately.

(a)
(b)

This is clear, since C' and D are compact sets which, by hypothesis, do not intersect.
Being components of open sets, C and D are open, hence so is B.
Suppose p € B. Since p € C, there exists 7. : [0,1] — S? such that

n4(0) =p, ne(1)€C and 7,4[0,1] C S*\ D.

We can actually arrange that 7,.[0,1) C S? \ (C'U D) by restricting the domain of 74 to
[0, 0], where to = inf {¢ € [0,1] : n4.(t) € C'} and reparametrizing; note that ¢, > 0 because
B is open and disjoint from C. Similarly, there exists n_: [-1,0] — S? such that

n_(-1)eD, n_(0)=p and n_(-1,0]Cc S*~ (CUD).

Thus, n = n_ * 7 satisfies all the requirements stated in (b).
Conversely, suppose that such a path 7 exists. Then p € C, for there is a path ny =

(0,1]
joining p to a point of C' while staying outside of D at all times. Similarly, p € D, whence
p € B.

The set C' is open and connected by definition. Its complement is also connected by (b)),
as it consists of D and the components of 82 \ D distinct from C. From (a)) it follows
that C is simply-connected. Further, C N D = 0, hence the complement of C' is non-empty
and (b)) tells us that C is homeomorphic to an open disk. By symmetry, the same is
true of D.

We claim that ¢'U D = S2. To see this suppose p ¢ C, and let A be the component of
S2 < C containing p. If AN D # () then A = D by definition. Otherwise AN D = (), henc
there exists a path in S? \ D joining p to OA. By (a))7 0A C C, consequently A C C.
In either case, p € CuD.

We are thus in the setting of , and the conclusion is that

B=CnD~S'x(~1,1). 0

In what follows let 0B, be the restriction of B, to [0,1] x {0, po — 7}, let

and let

B =Im(B,) ~ Im(0B,),

By: S' % [po— 0] = S?

be the unique map satisfying B, o (pr x id) = B,, pr(t) = exp(2mit).

(5.6) Lemma. Let ko € R and suppose that v € L1>° is non-diffuse. Then:

(a)
(b)
()

For any t € [0,1], B, ({t} x (po — m,0)) intersects B.
BCB.

B '(q) is a finite set for any q € S* and B, : B;l(B) — B is a covering map.

Proof. We split the proof into parts.

(a)

Note first that B, (t,0) € C' and B,(t,po — m) € D for any t € [0, 1] by definition. Let
61 =inf {0 € [po — m,0] : B,(t,0) € C},
6o =sup {0 € [po — m,61] : By(t,0) € D}.
Then 6 < 61 by (5.5|(a)). Let 7 = By|1)x[9y.0,)- Then
n(0o) € D, n(f1) € C and n(by,0;) C S*~ (CUD)
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by construction. Therefore, any point n(6) for 6 € (6o, 61) satisfies the characterization of B
given in (5.5(b)), and we conclude that

B, ({t} x (60, 61)) C B.

(b) Let By = BNIm(B,). By part (a), By # (0. Since Im(0B,) C CUD, while BN(CUD) =
by definition, B N Im(0B,) = 0. Hence,

Bo = 3037(81 X (p() —77,0)),

which is an open set because B, is an immersion, by (a)). Since Im(B,) is compact, By
is also closed in B. But B is connected by (c))7 consequently By = B and B C B.

(c) Let ¢ € S? be arbitrary. The set B !(q) is discrete because B, is an immersion, and
it is compact as a closed subset of S2. Hence, it must be finite. Now suppose ¢ € B.
Let B;l(q) = {p;};_, and choose disjoint open sets U; > p; restricted to which B, is a
diffeomorphism. Let U = |J!'_, U; and

W =B,(Uy)N---NB,(U,) \B,Y(Sl X [po — m, 0] U).

Then W is a distinguished neighborhood of ¢, in the sense that B;'(W) = [ [, V; and
Bv: V; — W is a diffeomorphism for each i, where

_ n-—1
Vi = B;Y (W) NU;. 0

Parts (b) and (c) of (5.6) allow us to introduce a useful notion which essentially counts how many
times a non-diffuse curve winds around S?.

(5.7) Definition. Let 9 € R and suppose that v € £ is non-diffuse. We define the rotation
number v(7y) of v to be the number of sheets of the covering map B.: B;l(B) — B.

Remark. Suppose now that v € L:{f" is not only non-diffuse but also condensed (meaning that C' is
contained in a closed hemisphere). In this case, a “more natural” notion of the rotation number of
~ is available, as described on p. Let us temporarily denote by ©(7) the latter rotation number.
We claim that 7() = v(y) for any condensed and non-diffuse curve ~y. It is easy to check that this
holds whenever v is a circle traversed a number of times. If 7, (s € [0,1]) is a continuous family
of curves of this type then v(vs) = v(7y0) and v(vys) = v(7) for any s, since v and v can only take
on integral values and every element in their definitions depends continuously on s. Moreover, it
follows from and that any condensed and non-diffuse curve is homotopic through curves
of this type to a circle traversed a number of times.

(5.8) Proposition. Let kg € R and suppose that v € Lzooo is nmon-diffuse. Then there exists a
constant K depending only on kg such that

tot(y) < Kv(y).

Proof. 1t is easy to check that being non-diffuse is an open condition. Using (1.8]), we deduce that
the closure of the subset of all C? non-diffuse curves in £} contains the set of all (admissible)
non-diffuse curves. Therefore, we lose no generality in restricting our attention to C? curves.

Let b € B be arbitrary; we have B = —B, hence —b € B also. Let 4 be the other boundary curve
of By:

A(t) = By(t, po — m) = —cos po¥(t) —sinpon(t) (t € [0,1]).
Then
1) 5(6) = (n(t)sin po — cos po) ' () = 2Py e o,
sin p(t)

(Here, as always, k = cot p is the geodesic curvature of .) In particular, the unit tangent vector t
to 4 satisfies t = t. By (1.19), the geodesic curvature & of 4 is given by

(2) R(t) = cot(p(t) — (po — ™)) = cot(p(t) — po) (¢ € [0,1]).

In this proof, derivatives with respect to ¢ are denoted using a ’ to simplify the notation.
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Define h, h: [0,1] — (—=1,1) by

3) h(t) = (v(t),) and A(t) = {3(1),b).
These functions measure the “height” of v and 4 with respect to £b. We cannot have |h(t)| = 1 nor

|h(t)| = 1 because the images of v and 4 are contained in C' and D respectively, which are disjoint
from B (by definition (5.4))). Also,

L sin(po — p(t))
4 W (t) =7 (t)] (b,t(t () = oo = P(O) iy,
(4) () =" @)1 b, t(2)) , (t) s o(t) (t)
Let I'; be the great circle whose center on S? is t(t),
Iy = {cosf~(t) +sinfn(t) : 0 € [-m,7)}.

We have ~(t), 4(t) € Ty by definition. Moreover, the following conditions are equivalent:

(i) beT,.

(ii) A'(t) =0.

(i) 7'(t) = 0.

(iv) The segment B, ({t} x (po — m,0)) contains either b or —b.
The equivalence of the first three conditions follows from (d). The equivalence (i) ¢ (iv) follows from
the facts that b ¢ C'N D and that I'; is the union of the segments +B, ({t} x (po — 7,0)) and
+C, ({t} x [0,p0]) (see fig. 4] p. . The equivalence of the last three conditions tells us that h

and h have exactly 2v(y) critical points, for each of B;!(b) and B;'(—b) has cardinality v(v), by
definition (5.7]).

Suppose that 7 is a critical point of h and h. Because b € T'; ~ (C'UD), we can write

(5) b= cos () +sinfn(r), for some 6 € (py — 7,0) U (pg, ).
A straightforward calculation shows that:
W = et = 200 gugo — oy
’ sin p(1) '

Using and 0 < p(7) < po we obtain that either
—m<0—p(T) <0 or 0<0—p(T) <.

In any case, we deduce that h”(7) # 0. The proof that 7 is a nondegenerate critical point of h is
analogous: one obtains by another calculation that

1\ 2
B'(r) = "};(77—)' sin(po — p(7)) sin(d — p(7)),
sin”(p(7))

and it follows from the above inequalities that A’ "(1) # 0. In particular, two neighboring critical
points 79 < 71 of h (and h) cannot be both maxima or both minima for & (and h). We will prove
the proposition by obtaining an upper bound for tot (7\[70771]).

We first claim that By |(r,,r]x[po—=,0] 18 injective. Suppose for concreteness that h' < 0 throughout
(10, 7) and that b = B, (19, 00), —b = B(11,61), where 6g,01 € (pg — 7, 0). Let o = a1 * oo * ceg be
the concatenation of the curves «;: [0,1] — S? given by

a1(t) =By (10, (L= t)bp), ao(t) =~((1—t)mo +tm1),
as(t) =B, (7'1, t91),
as sketched in fig. Similarly, let & be the concatenation of the curves &;: [0,1] — S?,
a1 (t) =By (10, (L= t)60 + t(po — 7)), @a(t) =4((1 —t)mo + t71),
a3(t) =By (11, (1 = t)(po — ) + t61).
Define six functions h;, h; : [0,1] — [-1,1] by the formulas
hi(t) = (i (t),b) and  hi(t) = (&4(t),b) (i=1,2,3).
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B, (10,00) =b

—b = BW(Tl,Hl)

FIGURE 13. An illustration of the boundary of the rectangle R = B, i, r]x[po—,0]
considered in the proof of (5.8).

Note that hy is essentially the restriction of h to [, 1] and similarly for hy (see ([3)). Moreover, all
of these functions are monotone decreasing. For ¢ = 2 this is immediate from and the hypothesis
that b’ < 0 on (79,71). For ¢ = 1,3 this follows from the fact that a;, &; are geodesic arcs through
+b, and our choice of orientations for these curves.

Because the map BVl[To,Tl]X[po*W,U] is an immersion, if B, is not injective then either o and &
intersect each other, or one of them has a self-intersection. We can discard the possibility that either
curve has a self-intersection from the fact that all functions h;, fz,- are monotone decreasing. Further,
since B ~ S! x (—1,1), we can find a Jordan curve 3: [0,1] — B through +b winding once around
the S! factor. If o and @& intersect (at some point other than «(0) = &(0) or a(1) = &(1)), then this
must be an intersection of v and 4. This is impossible because 3, which has image in B, separates
C and D, which contain the images of v and 7, respectively.

Thus, R = B,|[7y,7]x[po—n,0] is diffeomorphic to a rectangle, and its boundary consists of 4|(-, 7,1,
V|(ro,r] (the latter with reversed orientation) and the two geodesic arcs By ({70} x [po — m,0]) and
B, ( {mi} x[po—m, 0]) Recall from that a(i” is always orthogonal to 6839” . Using Gauss-Bonnet
we deduce that

(g + g + g + g) +/ () 5 (8)] dt — / k() |7 (£)] dt + Area(R) = 2.

Using (1)), and the fact that Area(R) < Area(S?) = 47 we obtain:

) sin p(t)

Let us see how this yields an upper bound for tot ('y\ [To,n]). From cos(x)+cos(y) = 2 cos (%) coS (%
and |p(t) — 2| < & we deduce that

sin (1) cot p(t) + W cot (o — (1))

=cos p(t) + cos(pg — p(t)) = 2cos (pQ—O) cos (p(t) - %) > 2cos? (%)

The Euclidean curvature K of v thus satisfies

(7) K(t) = \/1 + k()2 = \/1 + cot p(t)? = cscp(t)
= 2cos? (2) (cotp(t) + “(”np_(t’;(t)) cot(po — p(t))).

Combining @ and @ we obtain:

m , 2m
tot (Y/ire.m]) = K(t) [y ()] dt < YIRS
70 cos (7>
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Extending v to all of R by declaring it to be 1-periodic and choosing consecutive critical points
To < 71 < o < Toy(y)—1 < Tay(y), 5O that 75,4y = 170 + 1, we finally conclude from the previous
estimate (with [r;_1,7;] in place of [rg, 71]) that

2v(v)
tot(y) = Z tot (v
i=1

4
[Ti—lgTi}) < i ) v(7)- U

2 ( po
COS ( 2
6. HOMOTOPIES OF CIRCLES

Let £ > 1 be an integer. The bending of the k-equator is an explicit homotopy (to be defined
below) from a great circle traversed k times to a great circle traversed k + 2 times. It is an “optimal”
homotopy of this type, in the following sense: It is possible to deform a circle traversed k times
into a circle traversed k + 2 times in Lf';i(]) if and only if we may carry out the bending of the
k-equator in this space (meaning that the absolute value of the geodesic curvature is bounded by x4
throughout the bending).

Q1 .~ P ' ‘
o
P P Oe

FIGURE 14.

Let N = (0,0,1) € S? be the north pole, let
n(t) = (cos(2kt),sin(2knt),0) (t € [0,1])
be a parametrization of the equator traversed k > 1 times (k € N) and let

i i+
P, = (7)7 P — ( 2) .20717"'72‘% 1?
=gnya) @=lgps) O +1)

as illustrated in fig. [[4(a) for & = 1. Define Q;(a) (see fig. [[4](b)) to be the unique point in the
geodesic through N and @; such that

P+ P .
<Qi(%>Qi(a):a (—r<a<m i=0,1,...,2k+1).
Let A;(a) C S? be the arc of circle through P;Q;(c)P;41, with orientation determined by this

ordering of the three points, and define

1
Ua,i:[o,m}—)SQ (0§Ox§7‘f‘,i=0,...,2k‘—|—1)

to be a parametrization of A;((—1)*«) by a multiple of arc-length, as illustrated in fig. [L5| below for
k = 1. Note that A;(0) is just ﬁ of the equator, while A;(7) is the “complement” of A4;(0), which
k+2

is 575 of the equator.

Let 04 [0,1] — S? be the concatenation of all the Oai, for i increasing from 0 to 2k + 1 (as in
fig. . Then oy is the equator traversed k times, while o, is the equator traversed k + 2 times, in
the opposite direction. The curve o, is closed and regular for all « € [0, 7]. However, its geodesic
curvature is a step function, taking the value (—1)‘s(«a) for ¢t € (Tzﬁ, %), where k(o) depends

only on a. At the points t = the curvature is not defined, except for o = 0,7, when the

curvature vanishes identically.

_i
2k+2
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We are only interested in the maximum value of k(a) for 0 < a < 7, which can be easily
determined. For any «, the center of the circle C' of which A;(«) is an arc is contained in the plane
II; through 0, @; and N, since this plane is the locus of points equidistant from P; and P, (II;
is the plane of figures [14)(b) and [14](c)). By definition, C' is contained in the plane II, through F;,
Qi(a) and P;y1. Thus, the center of C lies in the line II; NIl = PQk(a), and the segment of
this line bounded by S? is a diameter of C. Clearly, this diameter is shortest when o = 5 (see
fig. (c)) The corresponding spherical radius is p = %, hence the maximum value attained by

k(a) for0 < a < is
x km s
”(5):‘Dt(2k-+2) :tan<2k-+2)’
and the minimum value is —k(7).

(6.1) Definition. Let o, be as in the discussion above (0 < a < 7) and assume that

(1) k1 > tan (ﬁ)

The bending of the k-equator is the family of curves 7, € [f_”ﬁi (I) given by:

s (t) = (q)am (0))

-1

osx(t)  (s,t €10,1]).

FI1GURE 15. An illustration of the bending of the 1-equator. The curve o, is the
concatenation of 040, ...,04,3.

Note that 79 is the equator of S? traversed k times and 7, is the equator traversed k + 2 times,
in the same direction. The following result is an immediate consequence of the discussion above.

(6.2) Proposition. Let ko = cot pg € R and let oy, 0442 € L1°(I) be circles traversed k and k + 2
times, respectively. Then oy, lies in the same component of Ljooo(l) as k4o if

(2) kzL”J.

Po

Proof. Let p; = T5£%, so that k1 = cotp; satisfies (). Let 75 (s € [0,1]) be the image of the

bending 7, of the k-equator under the homeomorphism £/ (I) ~ £;£°(I) of (1.25). Then 7, is

some circle traversed k times, while ~; is a circle traversed k + 2 times. Using (2.4]) we deduce that
Ok ™ Y0 ™ 71 Ok42, hence o) and o lie in the same component of £;°([). O

(6.3) Corollary. Let p; = arccot(k;), i = 1,2, and suppose that py — pa > 5. Let o, 0n, € L12(I)
(resp. L72 ) be two parametrized circles traversed ko and ki times, respectively. Then oy, and oy, lie
in the same connected component if and only if ko = k1 (mod 2).

Proof. By (1.15)), it suffices to prove the result for £;2(I). It follows from (1.13) that if %, and oy,
lie in the same component of £52(I), then kg = k; (mod 2). Under the homeomorphism £}2 (1) ~

LE;’O(I) of |D the condition p; — pa > 5 translates into py > 7, hence the converse is a
consequence of (2.4) and (6.2). O
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Homotopies of condensed curves. The previous corollary settles the question of when two circles
in L:OOO (I) lie in the same component of this space for ko < 0. Because of this, we will assume for the
rest of the section that kg > 0; the following proposition implies the converse to , and together
with it, settles the same question in this case.

(6.4) Proposition. Let kg = cot pg > 0 and let

n= LWJ + 1.
Po

Suppose that s — s € L1>°(I) is a homotopy, with o condensed and v(y) < n—2 (s € [0,1]).
Then s is condensed and v(vs) = v(yo) for all s € [0, 1].

In particular, taking o to be a circle oy, traversed k times for k < n—2, we conclude that it is not
possible to deform o}, into a circle traversed k + 2 times in L:OC’O. The proof of will be broken
into several parts. We start with the definition of an equatorial curve, which is just a borderline
case of a condensed curve.

(6.5) Definition. Let ko > 0. We shall say that a curve v € Lﬁg’o is equatorial if the image C of
its caustic band is contained in a closed hemisphere, but not in any open hemisphere. Let
H,={peS®: (p,hy) >0}
be a closed hemisphere containing ~, and let
E,={peS®: (p,h,) =0}
denote the corresponding equator. Also, let 4: [0,1] — S? be the curve given by
3(t) = C (¢, po).
(6.6) Lemma. Let kg > 0, let v € Ljof’o be an equatorial curve of class C?. Then:
(a) The hemisphere Hy and the equator E. defined above are uniquely determined by .
(b) The geodesic curvature i of ¥ is given by:
k= cot(po — p) > 0.
Proof. Suppose that C = Im(C,) is contained in distinct closed hemispheres H; and H>. Then it is
contained in the closed lune H; N Hs. The boundary of C' is contained in the union of the images of
v,%, and these curves have a unit tangent vector at all points, so they cannot pass through either of
the points in Eq N Ey (where E; is the equator corresponding to H;). It follows that C' is contained
in an open hemisphere, a contradiction which establishes (a).
For part (b) we calculateﬂ
(3) 7' (t) = ' (8)] (cos po — K(t) sin po) t(t)
. 2 .
(4) 7'(t) = [ ()]” (cos po — w(t) sinpo) (= v(t) + K(t)n(t)) + A(t)t(t),
where k, t and n denote the geodesic curvature of and unit and normal vectors to 7, respectively,
and the value of A(t) is irrelevant to us. Hence,
(¥, x4")  Kcospg+sinpy  cos(po — p)

R = = —2 — —
5 Jcospo—rsinpo]  Jsim(p — po)

= cot(po — p). O

(6.7) Lemma. Let kg > 0 and v € L1 be an equatorial curve of class C%. Take N € E, and
define h,h: [0,1] = R by
(5) h(t) = (y(8), N}, h(t) = (3(t), N) .
(a) The following conditions are equivalent:
(i) £N e I'; for some T € [0,1].
(ii) 7 €[0,1] is a critical point of h.
(iii) 7 € [0,1] is a critical point of h.

TFor the rest of the section we denote derivatives with respect to ¢t by a ’ to unclutter the notation.
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(b) If T is a common critical point of h, h, then h"(T)h" (1) < 0.
(¢) If T < 7 are neighboring critical points then h' (T)h" (7) < 0 and b (T)h"(7) < 0.

Recall that I'; is the great circle
Iy = {cosf~(t) +sinfn(t) : 0 € [-m,7)}.
Part (b) implies in particular that all critical points of h, h are nondegenerate.

Proof. A straightforward calculation using shows that:
P in(p(t) — po)

6 R (t) = |y (¢)] (N, t(¢ o (r) = Snel) —po)y g t € [0,1]).

(6) () = Iy OLN, t@)),  h'(t) s (D) )  (telo1])
The equivalence of the conditions in (a) is immediate from this and the definition of T';.

From +N € E, and C = Im(C,) C H,, it follows that =N ¢ C([0,1] x (0, pg)). Thus, if 7 is a

critical point of h, h, i.e., if N € T'; then we can write

(7) N =cosf~(7) +sinfn(r) for some 6 € [py — 7, 0] U [pg, 7.

Another calculation, with the help of (), yields:

" _ |’7/(7—)|2 : . in _ |’7I(T)‘2 : _ : _
(1) sin (0 — p(1)), R'(1) = —5—=—sin (6 — p(7)) sin (p(T) — po)

sin p(7) sin? p(7)
Taking the possible values for 6 in and 0 < p(7) < pp into account, we deduce that
PRNT!
R ()R (1) = 7|73(T)| sin? (0 — p(T)) sin (p(T) — po) <0,
sin® p(1)

since all terms here are positive except for sin (p(7) — po). This proves (b).

For part (c), suppose that 7 < 7 are neighboring critical points, but A”(7)h”(7) > 0. This means
that h’ vanishes at 7,7 and takes opposite signs on the intervals (7,7 + ¢) and (7 — &,7) for small
e > 0. Hence, it must vanish somewhere in (7,7), a contradiction. The proof for h is the same. O

Let kg > 0,7 € Liox’ be an equatorial curve and pr: S? — R? denote the stereographic projection
from —h~, where H, = {p €S?: (p,h,) > 0}. As for any condensed curve, we may define a (non-
unique) continuous angle function 6 by the formula:

exp(if(t)) = ty(t), n(t) =proy(t) (t€0,1]);
here t,, is the unit tangent vector, taking values in S*, of the plane curve 7. The function 6 is strictly
decreasing since kg > 0, and

2mu(v) = 0(0) — O(1).

Cafts)
B N
Cy(t, )/ .?"Cv(t% )

e LN = Oy,
(i) (iii)

FIGURE 16. Three possibilities for an equatorial curve . The circle represents F.
and its interior represents ., seen from above.

(6.8) Lemma. Let ko >0, v € L1 be an equatorial curve of class C? and

Then v(y) >n — 1.



ON THE COMPONENTS OF SPACES OF CURVES ON THE 2-SPHERE 47

Proof. Let C = Im(C,), H = H, be the closed hemisphere containing v and E = E, be the
corresponding equator, oriented so that H lies to its left. It follows from the combination of ,
and that either we can find two antipodal points in C'N E or we can choose t1 < ty < t3
and 0; € {0,po} such that 0 is a convex combination of the points C,(t;,6;) € C N E. There are
three possibilities, as depicted in fig. the only difference between the first two is the order of the
points in the orientation of FE.

In cases (i) and (ii), choose N in F so that

(Cy(t2,02), N) = — (Cy(t1,601),N) > 0.
Let h and & be as in and define latitude functions A\, A by
A(t) = arcsin(h(t)), A(t) = arcsin(h(t)) (t €10,1)).
Let 7y < --- < 7k, be all the common critical points of these functions in the interval [t1,t5), and let
mj = min{A(r), (7))}, M; = max{A(7;), A(m;) }.
From (6.7|(a)), we deduce that
(8) M;—m;=py forallj=1,... ki,

while from (6.7)(b)) and (6.7)(c)), we deduce that the 7; are alternatingly maxima and minima of
(resp. minima and maxima of A) as j goes from 1 to k;, whence

9) M;>mjy forallj=1,...,k — 1
Let
)\2 = max {)\(tg), ;\(tg)} and )\1 = min{/\(tl), X(tl)} = 7/\2.

Then A — Aq is just the angle between C,(t1,-) N E and C,(t2, ) N E measured along FE, as depicted
in fig. (1) For the rest of the proof we consider each case separately.

In case (i),
(10) mp <A and A < My,.
Combining 7 @ and , we find that
ki ki—1
(11) kipo = Z(MJ —my) > Z (mjy1 —my) + My, —my, = My, —m1 > X — Aq.
j=1 j=1

Let there be ky (resp. ks) critical points of h, h in the interval [to,ts3) (vesp. [ts,t1 + 1)), where for
the latter we are considering v as a 1-periodic curve. Then an analogous result to holds for ko
and k3, and summing all three inequalities we conclude that

2
k1 + ko + ks > ] 22(n—1).
Po
In case (i), the number of half-turns of the tangent vector to the image of v under stereographic

projection through —h., in [0,1] is given by k1 + k2 + k3 — 2. Hence,

ki + ko + ks — 2
V(V):%WL_Q,

as claimed.
In case (ii), a direct calculation using basic trigonometry shows that

my < arcsin(cos pp sin A1) = —arcsin(cos ppsin A2) and My, > arcsin(cos pg sin Az).

Combining this with and @, we obtain that

k1 k1—1
k’lpo = Z(MJ — mj) > Z (mj_H — mj) + Mk1 —my, = Mkl —mi > 2arcsin(cosp0 SiIl/\Q)7
j=1 j=1
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and similarly for ks and ks, where the latter denote the number of critical points of h, A in the
intervals [to, t3) and [ts,t; + 1), respectively. More precisely, we have:

2
(12) ki+ko+ ks> — [arcsin(cos po sin Ay) + arcsin(cos pg sin \y) + arcsin(cos pg sin /\6)} ,

Po
where Ay = max {\(t3), A(t3)}, A¢ = max {A(t1),\(t1)} and these latitudes are measured with
respect to the chosen points =N corresponding to each of the intervals [ta, t3] and [t3,t3+1]. In case
(ii), the number of half-turns of the tangent vector to the image of v under stereographic projection
through —h. in [0,1] is given by k1 + ko + k3 — 2. Hence, it follows from and lemma (6.9) below

that

V(’y):—k1+k2+k3+2 > (172> +1>n-—2,
2 Po
as we wished to prove.
Finally, in case (iii), we may choose =N € E N C, that is, we may find ¢t; < t2 and 6; € {0, po}
such that
N = C,(t2,02) = —C,(t1,61).
In this case Ay — Ay = 7 and
. kl —+ kg -2
v) = 2
where k; (resp. ks) is the number of critical points of h, h in [t1, 2] (resp. [te,t1 +1]). Note that ¢,
to are critical points of A which are counted twice in the sum ky + ko (under the identification of ¢;
with ¢; 4+ 1); this is the reason why we need to subtract 2 from k; + k2 to calculate the number of
half-turns of the tangent vector. Using @ one more time, we deduce that

k1 ki—1
kipo =Y (Mj—my) > > (mjyr —my) + My, —mpg, = My, —my = Xy — Ay =75
j=1 j=1

similarly, kopg > 7. Therefore,

ki+ ko —2
V('y):%>%—12n—2. O

Here is the technical lemma that was invoked in the proof of .
(6.9) Lemma. Let Ao + Ay + X =7, 0< N\ < § and 0 < pg < 5. Then
arcsin(cos pg sin Ag) + arcsin(cos pg sin A4 ) + arcsin(cos pg sin A\g) > 7™ — 2pp
Proof. Let f:[0,7] — R be the function given by f(t) = arcsin(cos pg sint). Then

sin? pg cos po sint

ORS

(1= cos? po sin? t)% 7
so that f”(t) <0 for all ¢ € (0,7) and f is a concave function. Consequently,
(13) f(s1a+s2b+ssc) > s1f(a)+saf(b)+ssf(c) for any a,b,c € [0,7], s; € [0,1], 851 + s2 + s3 = 1.
Define g: T — R by g(z,y,2) = f(z) + f(y) + f(2), where
T= {(m,y,z) eR®:x4+y+z=m z,uy,2€ [0,%]}

In other words, T" is the triangle with vertices A = (0,%,%), B = (3,0,%) and C = (5, 5,0). It
follows from (applied three times) that

(14) g(s1utsgv+szw) > s1g(u)+sag(v)+ssg(w) for any u,v,w € T, s; € [0,1], s1 + s2 + 53 = 1.
Moreover, a direct verification shows that
g(A) = g(B) = g(C) = 2arcsin(cos pg) = 7 — 2pp.
If p € T then we can write
p = 51A+ s2B + s3C for some s1, s2, s3 € [0,1] with s1 + s2 + s3 = 1.
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Therefore, guarantees that
9(p) = s19(A) + 529(B) + s39(C) =7 — 2po. O

Proof of . If ~, is condensed for all s € [0, 1], then s — v(7;) is defined and constant, since it
can only take on integral values. Thus, if the assertion is false, there must exist s € [0, 1], say s = 1,
such that ~, is not condensed. By , 7o is homotopic to a circle traversed v(vg) times. Moreover,
the set of non-condensed curves is open. Together with , this shows that there exist C? curves
Y—1,72 such that:
(i) There exist a path joining y_; to 7o and a path joining 71 to v in £1>(1);
(ii) -1 is condensed and has rotation number v(vo);
(iii) 72 is not condensed.

Consider the map f: 8° — £°°(I) given by f(—1) = v_1, f(1) = 72. The existence of the homotopy
¥s (s € [0,1]) tells us that f is nullhomotopic in £}°°(I). By , f must be nullhomotopic in
€roo(I). In other words, we may assume at the outset that each v, is of class C? (s € [0,1]).

With this assumption in force, let so be the infimum of all s € [0, 1] such that ~, is not condensed,
and let v = 75,. Then v must be condensed by , and it must be equatorial by our choice of
s0. In addition, v(v,) must be constant (s € [0, so]), since it can only take on integral values. This

contradicts . O

7. STATEMENT AND PROOF OF THE MAIN THEOREMS

We will now collect some of the results from the previous sections in order to prove the theorems
stated in §2] We repeat their statements here for convenience.

(7.1) Theorem C. Let —oco < k1 < kg < +00. Every curve in L32(I) (resp. L52) lies in the same
component as a circle traversed k times, for some k € N (depending on the curve).

Proof. By the homeomorphism £ ~ SOz x £2(I) of , it does not matter whether we prove
the theorem for £22 or for £}2(I). Further, by |D it suffices to consider spaces of type Ljﬂm, for
ko € R. If v € Ltooo is diffuse, then it is homotopic to a circle by (3.11). If it is condensed, then the
same conclusion holds by .

Assume then that 7 is neither homotopic to a condensed nor to a diffuse curve. Since v itself
is non-condensed by hypothesis, guarantees that we may find € > 0 and a chain of grafts
(vs) with 9 = v and ~, € £ for all s € [0,). Let (v5), s € J, be a maximal chain of grafts
starting at v = o, where J is an interval of type [0,0) or [0,0]. That such a chain exists follows
by a straightforward argument involving Zorn’s lemma, since the grafting relation is an equivalence
relation, as proved in E| By hypothesis, no curve ~; is diffuse, hence v(vs) is well-defined and
independent of s, and yields that o < +o00. If the interval is of the first type, then we obtain
a contradiction from , and if the interval is closed, then we can apply to v, to extend
the chain, again contradicting the choice of J. We conclude that v must be homotopic either to a
condensed or to a diffuse curve. In any case, v is homotopic in L:OO" to a circle traversed a number
of times, as claimed. O

(7.2) Theorem D. Let —oo < k1 < ko < 400 and let o), € LF2(I) (resp. Lf2) denote any circle
traversed k > 1 times. Then o, ok12 lic in the same component of L2 (I) (resp. L22) if and only if

P11 — P2
Proof. This follows from the combination of (2.4]), (6.2) and (6.4)), if we use the homeomorphisms in
(L15) and (1:24). O

(7.3) Proposition. Let kg = cot pg > 0,
n = VTJ + 1.
Po

TBy reasoning more carefully it would be possible to avoid using Zorn’s lemma.

kZ{ T J (p; = arccot k4, © = 1,2).
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Then the set O,, of all condensed curves vy € L;&;’O (I) having rotation number v, with 1 <v <n—2,
is a contractible connected component of L1>°(I).

Proof. Proposition guarantees that O, is weakly contractible and, in particular, connected.
Proposition then implies that O, must be a connected component of £}°°(I). Using (a))
we deduce that O, is an open subset of this space. Hence O, is also a Hilbert manifold, and it must
be contractible by (L.7)(b)). O

Remark. Note that if ko < 0 (that is, if po > 7), then it is a consequence of (7.1)) and (7.2)) that
L°°(T) has only n = 2 components, and the conclusion of ([7.3) does not make sense in this case (no
curve v satisfies v(y) < 0). Moreover, these two components are far from being contractible: Even
for kg = —oo, the (co)homology groups of J = £LT2(I) ~ QS? 11 QS? are non-trivial in infinitely
many dimensions.

(7.4) Theorem B. Let —o0 < k1 < kg < +00, p; = arccot k; (1 = 1,2) and |z] denote the greatest
integer smaller than or equal to x. Then L2 has ezactly n connected components L1, ..., Ly, where

T
n:{ J—l—l
P1 — P2

and L; contains circles traversed j times (1 < j < mn). The component L,_1 also contains circles
traversed (n — 1) + 2k times, and L,, contains circles traversed n + 2k times, for k € N. Moreover,
each of L1,...,L,_o is homotopy equivalent to SO3 (n > 3).

Proof. All of the assertions of the theorem but the last one follow from , and the homeo-
morphism £f? ~ 8O3 x £72(I) of .

Assume that n > 3 and let o, € £2(I) be a circle traversed & < n — 2 times. In the notation of
, the connected component £ (I) of ££2(I) containing oy, is mapped to the component O under
the homeomorphism £72(I) ~ £°°(I) of (1.24), because o} is mapped to another circle traversed
k times (cf. (1.22))). Therefore, £y (I) is contractible by (7.3). The last assertion of the theorem is
deduced from this and the homeomorphism £ ~ SOz x L£52([). O

Theorem characterizes the connected components of L2 in terms of the circles that they
contain. This characterization is not very useful for actually deciding whether two curves in this
space lie in the same component. However, a more direct characterization in terms of the properties
of a curve is also available.

(7.5) Theorem F. Let kg € R and let L1,..., L, be the connected components ofL:OOO, as described
in . Then y € L2 lies in:
(i) £; (1 <j<n—2)if and only if it is condensed and has rotation number j.
(i) Ln_1 if and only if @ (1) = (=1)""1®,(0) and either it is non-condensed or condensed with
rotation number v(y) > n — 1.
(iti) £, if and only if ®,(1) = (—1)"®.,(0) and either it is non-condensed or condensed with
rotation number v(y) > n — 1.

Proof. This follows from (7.4)) and (7.3)). O

Recall that @: [0,1] — S is the lift of the frame ®.,: [0,1] — SOz of v to S? (cf. (1.12)). When
—00 < Ko < 0 (resp. p1 — p2 > %) we have n = 2, and this characterization of the two components
L1, Ly of L1 (resp. £2) may be simplified to: v lies in £; if and only if D, (1) = (—1)'®,(0).

(7.6) Lemma. Let —oo < k1 < kg < 400, p; = arccot k; and v; € L2 (i = 1,2). Then vy lies in
the same component of L2 as 2 if and only if the corresponding translations 4; of v by p2,

:}/Z(t) = COS P2 fyl(t) + Sinp2 ni(t) (t € [Oa l]a 1=1, 2)a
lie in the same connected component of L1, where ko = cot(p1 — p2). ]

(Here n; denotes the unit normal vector to ;.)
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Proof. The proof is immediate, since translation by ps is a homeomorphism from £2 onto L;gga as

was seen in . |

Combining and we obtain a simple procedure to check whether two curves v1, 72 € £}72
lie in the same component of £72, provided only that we have parametrizations of v, and ~s.

The statement and proof of thms. A and E may be found on p. and p. respectively.
Theorems A-F are the main results of the paper. Replacing £ by € (cf. (1.9)) in their statements
we obtain versions of these results for spaces of C” curves, with the C" topology (for any r > 2).
These follow from the corresponding theorems for the spaces of type £ and .

APPENDIX A. Basic RESULTS ON CONVEXITY

In this section we collect some results on convexity, none of which is new, that are used throughout
the work. Let C C R™"1. We say that C is convex if it contains the line segment [p, g] joining p
to ¢ whenever p,q € C. The convex hull X of a subset X C R™"! is the intersection of all convex
subsets of R**! which contain X. It may be characterized as the set of all points ¢ of the form

(1) q= Zskpk, where Zsk =1, s >0 and p; € X for each k.

k=1 k=1
(A.1) Lemma. If X C R"™ is compact, then X s compact. In particular, if X C S™ is closed, then
X is compact. ([l

(A.2) Lemma. Let X C S™ and consider the conditions:
(i) 0 does not belong to the closure of X.
(ii) There exists an open hemisphere containing X .
(iii) 0 does not belong to X.
(iv) X does not contain any pair of antipodal points.
Then (i) — (ii) — (iii) — (iv), but none of the implications is reversible. If X is closed then (ii) and
(i4i) are equivalent.

Proof.

(i) — (i) This is a special case of the Hahn-Banach theorem, since {0} is a compact convex set and
the closure of X is a closed convex set.
(ii) 4 (i) For X C S™ the open upper hemisphere, we have

X = {(Il,. .. ,$n+1) S Dt Tpt1 > 0}
Hence the closure of X contains the origin, even though X is (contained in) an open hemi-
sphere.

(ii) — (iii) Let H = {p € S™ : (p,h) > 0} be an open hemisphere containing X and U = {p €
R"1: (p,h) > 0}. Then U is convex, X C U and 0 ¢ U. Thus, 0 ¢ X.

(iii) 4 (ii) Let X be the image of [0,7) under ¢ — exp(it).

(iii) — (iv) If p and —p both belong to X, then 0 € [—p, p] C X.

(iv) 4 (iii) Let X = {1, ¢, CQ} C S', where ¢ = exp(%m’) is a primitive third root of unity. Then X does
not contain antipodal points, but 0 = %(1 + ¢+ CZ).

The last assertion is the combination of (i) — (ii) and (ii) — (iii), together with (A.T]). O

We refer the reader to the corresponding appendix to [23] for proofs of the results below and to
[6] for further results of this type.

(A.3) Lemma. Let X C S™. Then 0 belongs to the interior ofX if and only if X is not contained
in any closed hemisphere of S™. O

(A.4) Lemma. A convexr set C C R™ has empty interior if and only if it is contained in a hyper-
plane. O

(A.5) Lemma. Let X C R™ be any set. Ifp € X, then there exists a k-dimensional simplex which
has vertices in X and contains p, for some k < n. O
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Another way to formulate the previous result is the following: If X € R" and p € X, then it is

possible to write p as a convex combination of £+ 1 points in X which are in general position, where

k is at most equal to n.
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